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CHAPTER  I. 

The  Origins  of  the  Crisis. 

The  belligerent  Powers  have  published  the  diplomatic  docu- 
ments relating  to  the  negotiutiuns  whiirh  pret-eded  the  terrible 
catastrophe  that  for  the  last  six  months  has  drenched  the  world 
in  blood.  It  is,  therefore,  now  jiossible  in  the  li^ht  of  these 
documents  to  prove  incontestably  that  this  dreadful  war  was  not 
only  provoke<l  by  the  Germanic  States,  but  had  been  premedi- 
tated by  them  for  a  long  time  past. 

/J  Notwithstanding  this  evidence,  German}'  has  tried  by  a  press 
I  campaign  to  mislead  public  opinion,  not  only  at  home,  but  also 
/  in  all  the  neutral  countries.  She  has  asserted  that  she  was  forced 
/  '  into  war  in  self-defence  against  aggression;  according  to  her, 
I  _._her  intentions  have  never  been  ot)i»'r  thim  ])!Mific  mid  li»*r  »"'li".\ 
^ — purely  defensive. 

It  would  be  childish  to  suppose  tliat  tlic  origin  ol  llic  \<\x\  oi 
1914  is  to  l)e  found  in  the  merely  tlipioniatic  incidents  which 
followed  the  issue  of  the  Austro-Hungarian  ultimatum  to  Serbia. 
But  even  in  this  narrow  field  of  inquiry  the  possibility  of  German 
chicanery  emerges,  consisting  as  it  does  in  pretending  that  France 
and  England  ought  to  have  brought  pressure  to  bear  at  St.  Peters- 
burg rather  than  Germany  at  Vienna.  The  official  documents 
now  published  dispose  of  this  i)retence.  We  must  go  further 
and  i)ursue  our  investigations  further  back  into  the  past;  we  shall 
then  see  the  terrible  res|M)n8ibility  whic-h  the  Kaiser  and  his 
Government  have  assumed  in  the  eyes  of  history. 

It  is  a  fact  that  Germany  has  neglected  no  opportunity  and 
has  left  no  stone  unturned  to  inspire  the  nation  with  a  sentiment, 
not  of  decent  patriotism,  but  of  bellicose  jingoism.  The  schools, 
the  press,  and  literature  have  been  used  under  the  influenre  of  the 
Military  and  Naval  Leagues  and  of  the  Colonial  Societies,  as  well 
as  of  pan-Germanic  intrigues,  to  inculcate  into  the  minds  of  the 
young  and  of  the  masses  that  the  German  people  are  a  nation  of 
jeigntura;  that  the  only  **  Eultur  "  worth  having  is  the  German ; 
that  Germany  has  a  right  to  reign  over  the  whole  world  and  to 
impose,  if  necessary  by  force,  her  civilisation  on-  other  nations 
and  that  for  the  latters'  own  good :  the  jieople  are  taught  the  cult 
of  force,  and  the  adage  "  Might  is  Right  "  has  never  been  more 
cjmically  affirmed.  The  whole  German  nation  is  convinced  that 
the  military-  power  of  Germany  is  invincible  and  that  the  whole 
world  will  be  bound  to  dip  the  flag  to  her;  the  army  and  the  fleet, 
increasing  every  year,  are  to  be  the  instruments  for  the  expansion 
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of  Drutsrhtum  iu  order  to  procure  for  Germany  that  "  place  in 
the  sun  "  which  she  means  to  have,  because  the  masses  are 
imprefTiuited  with  the  idea  that  German  territory  does  not  corre- 
.-;  '  '  the  strength  of  the  nation,  that  other  countries  enjoy  a 
!  i   niid   tnid«*Ht>rve<l   i)ositiun   in   the  world,  and   that  the 

;  !'  ;  •    ri  of  the  latters'  territories  is  legitimate. 

:  II  ,i!i  I  \  I  M  isin  d«M\H  not  stop  here.  The  war  is  descriWd 
as  likely  to  Ix*  **  VtHul  business  "  for  (j<»rmany ;  the  Germans  are 
told  to  regiird  the  e\|)enditure  on  armaments  as  an  investment  at 
high  interest,  inasmuch  as,  thanks  to  them,  Germany  will  win 
li>  "US  increase  of  jwwer  and  riihcs ;  they  are  told, 

V.  ■<■  war  will  l>e  followed^  by  n  in^riod  of  nm^^•ellous 

.  liuth  economic  and  industrial,  from  which  the  German 
iliiin-  will  mofit    :iv.  tln'\   will  iliiMi  1)0  the  masters  of  the 

>iirii  IS  tiif  ii.iiiir  111  iiiiiMi  Willi  II  tiic  iiovernment,  and  the 
KaisiT  nt  its  head,  provoke  or  encourage  in  Germany!  Is  not 
ti  'f  the  Kaiser's,  **  Deutschland  iiber  Alles,"  the  best 

1" 

And  such   l>eing  the  national   sentiment,  what   is  the   foreign 

policy  "f  f;...M.....v  '  T«  J-  'l'-  "oliry  of  ll«-  '■  f^^*  l>,...r,.,l  ,...  the 
table 

And  ;i  "in  V  II  IS,  u  poiuy  ot  iiiuniuiaiion  as  revealed 

by  the  Cn  :i.  the  Tangier,  and  the  Agadir  incidents. 

It  \   <.t  <!:iii-.rous  incitement  from  the  jMiint  of  view 

of  th»  •  i.ts  \\iii<  li  a  breeds  in  Germany  and  abroad.     These 

provocations  unnerve  foreign  Powers  and  involve  continual  risk 
of  war:  they  over-excite  the  Gemum  masses  and  stir  up  their 
helIico.*e  tendencies,  seeing  that  the  war  in  ])ro8pe<'t  cannot  fail 
i"  "      "  ^  to  the  redress  of  the  injustices  fn>ni  which 

(«  ...     The  whole  nation  is  thrilled  and, 

the  hearts  ot  the  jM'opie  swell  with  hope! 

^Vliat    is   the   result  **     German   diplomacy,    whether   it    l)e   the 
of  a  monstrous  Machiavelism  or  merely  a  natural  mani- 
H'l.ition     *  *'      '"       liin  i'haracter,  to  which  the  -'        *     in  arro- 
gaiiie  to  4H  is  a  short  one,  displays  a  v  weak 

f»!'  '  I   ««»up  le«l  t(»  the  Franco-tierniaii  ni:  •  of 

.N  I  *11,   which — had   it  not   l»e«>n   for  tin  sely 

pantie  trend  ot  French  diploma<-y — would  have  Iwen  even  more 
favourable  to  France  than  it  actually  was.  This  Morocco  agree- 
ment mas  followed  by  a  furious  outburst  in  Germany.  The 
di    '  '      '  f;  \    was   t-         '    !    with   di  -   n 

li  lowd,  wl  1  Inmmi  ill  s  ith 

til"  I"     Kinpiii-   and    was   alrriMiy    intoxicated    by    the 

J""  i  • '  :  it  'I  null.  The  (iennans  as  a  nation  were  furious. 
Violent  recrii:  '  were  hurled  against  the  Imperial  Govern- 

ment  and    - ••  iiM*   Kaiser   himsidf   in   the   press.     One   pan- 

(terniaii  I  '  r  went  mi  far  as  to  rhriNteii  the  Kaiser  "  Williain 

the  Cowarti.         II  d  to  inflame  still  more 

(tertiiiiii    hatrtnl   ii.  .11   even   gn»ater  degree 

atfuMiHf  (fitjit  Hiitaiii.  wiii.s.-  iiMj;,'.tir  attitude  nt  this  time  was 
the  only  fa«  tor  whuh  preMT\ctl  ti»e  |N*ace  of  Kuro|ie. 

The  honii'  {Niliey  of  the  Im(>erial  Government  was  cast  on  the 
same  mistaken  lines.     Determined  to  misf>  the  military  power  of 


Opnnui.>  i"  ihe  greatest  height  attainable,  the  Government  did 
not  Hhrink  from  stirring  up  and  exploiting  national  jingoism,  by 
losing  no  opportunity  for  demonstrative  celebrations  of  the  Prus- 
sian victories  during  the  Napoleonic  epoch  and  in  1870.  It 
tolerated,  indeed  approved,  a  campaign  of  hate  against  the 
Foreign  Legion.  In  view  of  the  state  of  patriotic  and  bellicose 
excitement  which  was  encouraged  among  the  German  people,  no 
difficulty  was  found  in  exacting  the  formidable  pecuniary  sacri- 
fices necessitated  by  the  military  and  nuval  programmes  which 
succeeded  one  another  with  alarming  rapidity.  When  the  first 
Halkan  War  filled  Europe  with  the  clash  of  arms,  the  Gemian 
Empire  was  preparing  the  most  formidable  military  programme 
which  had  seen  the  light  since  1870.  Drawn  up  on  unprecedented 
lines,  it  raised  in  the  piping  times  of  peace  a  war  contribution 
which  ])roduced  nearly  i80,000,(KK)  and  which  in  reality  con- 
stituted the  financiiU  mobilisation  for  the  present  war.  The  con- 
sequences are  clear  enough.  France  and  Russia  would  be  bound 
to  reply  to  this  effort  on  the  part  of  Germany,  and  in  doing  so 
would  exasperate  Germany  lieyond  all  measure  when  she  saw  the 
possibility  of  her  heavy  sacrifices  as  a  nation  proving  futile.  But 
even  without  this  national  exasperation  the  situation  was  bound 
automatically  to  bet'ome  critical.  German  military  efforts,  pro- 
voking increases  in  the  forces  of  all  the  Powers,  involved  burdens 
which  pressed  heavily  on  every  nation  and  gave  rise  throughout 
the  whole  world  to  an  ever-increasing  uneasiness.  Money  became 
dear.  The  State  funds  depreciated  and  all  the  new  loans,  inevita- 
ble as  they  were,  were  issued  on  terms  to  which  no  parallel  could  be 
found.  Business  was  paralysed;  the  uneasiness  throughout  the 
world  was  so  great  that  the  war  to  some  people  came  as  a  relief 
and  a  relaxation  of  tension  ! 

It  is  to  the  German  Empire  alone  that  the  creation  and  the 
untiring  realisation  of  this  situation  must  be  attributed. 

The  Empire  has  thus  perpetrated  an  abominable  crime  against 
humanity  and  its  responsibility  is  written  indelibly  in  the  pages 
of  history. 


War  broke  out.  Vienna  broke  the  i)eace  b^v  declaring  war 
against  Serbia,  a  cowardly  act  of  aggression  which  involved  the 
risk  of  a  conflict  with  Russia.  Nevertheless  it  was  not  from 
Vienna  nor  from  St.  Petersburg,  but  from  Berlin  that  the  first 
declaration  of  war  between  Great  Powers  issued  ! 

The  Austro-Serbian  conflict  was  merely  a  simple  coincidence — 
the  pretext,  for  which  Germany  had  been  looking,  for  going  to 
war.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  ever  since  the  beginning  of  June 
troops  had  been  concentrated  in  large  numbers  in  Westphalia. 
It  is  true  that  an  order  for  manceuvres  at  this  date  was  ])ublished, 
but  everybody  knows  that  the  state  of  the  crops  only  admits  of 
grand  manoeuvres  being  held  in  the  autumn. 

Further  the  moment  seemed  a  marvellously  jiropitious  one. 
Grave  lal)our  disturbances  had  broken  out  in  Russia.  France, 
deeply  disturbed  by  political  preoccupations  had  long,  too  long, 


diflcuaaed  the  financial  measures  empowering  her  to  increMe  her 

nr  y.-^.x    ^    some  sensational   debates   in   Parliament 

I  army  were  short  of  equipment  in  certain 

I  '  (ireat  Britain  was  in  the  throes  of 

II  t'  Irish  question. 

Now,  if  (vrr.  was  the  time  to  set  in  motion  the  formidable 
m  '  '         which  the  crushing  burdens  laid  on  the  German 

|><  d  it  to  build  up. 

What  line  of  action  did  Germany  take  when  she  had  once 
florided  to  draw  the  sword? 

she  heaped  lies  upon  lies,  she  exhibited  incredible  duplicity, 
and  she  trod  under  foot  treaties,  international  law,  and  the  cus- 
toms and  uses  of  war. 

German  diplomacy,  that  of  the  Wilhelmstrasse  no  less  than  that 
of  the  Ballplatz.  k  to  comjjel   Italy  to  side  with 

the  two  Knipir»'s  •  i         j^e.     With  this  ohjctt  Germany 

beffun  by  drrlarin^  war  against  Russia  alone.  Though  all  the 
while  preparing  to  attack  France,  whose  frontier  was  violated  on 
the  morning  of  August  2nd,  she  tried  to  provoke  a  declaration  of 
war  by  the  latter  in  order  to  W  able  to  invoke  the  casus  faderis 
with  rfimrd  to  Italy.  As  for  Austria-Hungary,  she  did  not 
«!•  i^iinst  any  of  the  Entente  Powers,  but  in  her  turn 

w  ••  **  aggression  "  which  was  expected  to  decide  Italy 

to  tall  into  line  with  her  allies.  Austria's  attitude  was  so 
ar>^""'"-Ms  that  we  even  find  her  Minister  in  Belgium  still 
r>  J  at  his  post  when  the  Austrian  artillery  was  bombarding 

III-   luria  of  Namur. 

fl.rniany's  duplicity  was  show:.  ..  ihe  crookedness  of  her 
<1  and  the  lies  in  her  official  declarations.     It  was  with 

lit-  iii.it  -hn  ■  •■  '-^r]  the  violation  of  the  neutrality  of  Luxem- 
burir:  it  u  >-  •  she  used  in  her  ultimatum  of  August  2nd 

to    '  again   in   the  declaration  of  war  against 

y  .' of  August  3rd. 

She  was  guilty  of  a  brutal  violation  of  the  rights  of  neutrals 
wh«'n  she  occti;  "  '  '  <•  Grand  Duchy  of  Luxemburg  and  invaded 
B«*l^ium.     Sw  il's  neutrality  also  was  threatened  by  her. 

If  it  was  respected,  it  was  not  on  principle,  but  simply  because 
the  route  through  Belgium  was  more  convenient. 

*We  shall  see  in  the  following  chapter  that  Germany  has 
tr<  '  '  '  r  foot  not  only  treaties  signed  by  her,  the  Hague 

(  '  tlso  signed  by  her,  and  international  law,  but  also 

thr  iiiort  elementary  laws  of  humanity,  in  that  she  has  committed 
in  iiiiliatipy  Belgium  the  most  abominable  crimes  and  the  moti 
nt  outrages  on  persons  and  property. 

^'•*  behaviour  of  German  troops  in  the 
•  >ry  occupied  by  them. 

In  a  word  crimes,  atrocities,  pillage,  and  arson  are  adopted  by 
Grrrniitiy  as  a  method  of  -  -'-rp.  ^y]  theee  horrors  are  con- 
mitt<Hi  by  order  from  the  Ii  ,iiarters. 

*  8m  flflfcadttlM,  •itncU  fraoi  tlw  Bh"*  OoQTHltioa. 


CHAPTER  II. 

Obkmakt  akh  BBLoiirM. 

At  7  p.m.  on  August  2nd,  1914,  Germany  presented  an  ulti- 
matum to  Belgium  demuuding  free  passage  for  her  troops  across 
the  kingdom.  On  receipt  of  the  Belgian  Government's  refusal 
to  submit  to  this  demund,  Germany,  on  August  4th,  informed 
Belgium  that  slie  would  carry  out  by  fone  the  measures  which 
she  considered  Indi^penKable  for  her  own  safety.  That  same  day 
the  German  armies,  which  had  violated  Belgian  territory  the 
evening  Wfore,  arrive<l  under  the  walls  of  Liege.  This  marked 
the  beginning  of  hostilities.  Let  us  examine  the  state  of  the 
relations  l»etween  Belgium  and  Germany  before  the  war,  the 
attitude  of  the  Imi>erial  Government  when  the  war  broke  out, 
and  the  way  in  which  hostilities  have  been  conducted  in  Belgium. 

(a)  Belgium  and  Germany  before  the  War. 

The  Treaty  of  April  18th,  18*J9,  which  sanctioned  the  separate 
existence  of  Belgium  and  of  the  Kingdom  of  the  Netherlands, 
stipulated  that  "  Belgium  shall  form  an  independent  and  |)er- 
petually    neutral    State."      This    Treaty,    and    c«m  'ly    the 

jHTpetual  neutrality  imposed  upon  Belgium,  were  .  i»*ed  by 

England,  France,  Russia,  Austria,  and  Prussia;  the  international 
obligations  of  the  last  Power  were  taken  over  by  the  German 
Empire.  Belgium  has  never  at  any  moment  in  her  history  failed 
to  fulfil  her  duties  as  a  neutral.  At  the  time  of  the  Franco- 
Prussian  War  of  1870  she  was  jealously  careful  that  her  territorj- 
might  not  Ih'  used  to  favour  the  military  oiMrations  of  either  one 
or  the  other  belligerent.  Xo  reproach  of  any  sort  can  be  laid 
by  any  of  the  Powers  guaranteeing  the  Treaty  of  18.*i9  at  the  door 
of  lielgium.  Relying  on  this  Treaty  and  on  the  obligations  of 
honour  which  it  contained,  Belgium  has  always  maintained  with 
her  neighlwiurs  relations  of  perfect  cordiality,  and  has  never  con- 
sidered it  necessary  to  follow  tlie  Powers  in  their  j)resent-day 
com)>etition  in  armaments  and  thereby  to  inijiose  on  herself 
crushing  sacrifices  for  the  sake  of  maintaining  the  relatively  large 
army  which  the  density  of  her  population  would  have  permitted 
her  to  raise  but  which  the  smallness  of  her  territory  rendered 
useless. 

The  neutrality  of  Belgium  was  only  open  to  violation  at  the 
hands  of  France  or  of  Germany,  in  cose  of  a  conflict  between  those 
two  Powers.  Now,  both  Powers  were  equally  pledged  as  guaran- 
tors of  the  Treaty  of  1839,  and  the  violation  of  that  Treaty  by 
one  or  the  other  of  those  Powers  was  absolutely  bound  to  bring 
about  the  intervention  of  the  other  guaranteeing  nations,  especi- 
ally England.  The  diplomatic  situation,  then,  entirely  justified 
the  confidence  of  Belgium,  apart  from  the  honourable  obligations 
which  had  been  assumed  by  possible  foes. 

From  France  Belgium  knew  that  she  had  nothing  to  fear.  A 
precipitate  offensive,  no  less  than  a  war  of  aggression,  was  ruled 
out  by  the  constitutional  regime  of  the  republic.     What  is  more, 


France  has  never  refoMd  to  give  both  Belgium  and  Great  Britain 

f..r>..  .1   ■•w^iirnuceH  that  she  would   not  penetrate  into  Belgium 

tiiy  had  autiripate<l  her  in  doing  so.     Quite  apart 

iilrrations  of  morality,  therefore,  the  riolation  of 

iity  hy  France  would  have  been  «  groas  error  of 

-i<i>'  ot   (n'miany,  on  the  other  hand,  a  real  mgnace 
■d.     Uermany  military  writers  declared  quite  openly  that  the 
iig  of   Relj^um  hy  the  Imperial   troops  would  be,   in   the 
'  of  n  European  war,  a  strate^fic  necessity.     Germany  would 
ha\i-,  in  fact,  to  front  two  advrrsaries — France  and  Russia.     The 
latter  of  the^e  Puurrs,  owin^  to  the  immense  sise  of  her  terri- 
tories and  her  si-unity  of  railways,  would  be  unable  to  complete 
(mt  mobilisation  and  concentration  of  troopa  sooner  than  several 
^  after  the  l)eginning  of  hostilities.     This  circumstance  was 
'  i\  to  pHHure  for  Germany  sufficient  delay  to  enable  her 
ill  liHf  forces  af^aiuHt  France,  and  to  be  free,  as  soon  as 
fhf  i  I  her,  to  turn  luick  and  face  Russia. 

It  il   to  the  success  of  this  strate^^ic  manoeuvre  to 

quickly,  to  make  a  dash  u{M)n  France,  to  impede  her  mobi- 

>n  and  the  loncentration  of  her  troops,  to  penetrate  into  the 

'   of  the  country  and   thus  rapidly  to   bring  off  a   decisive 

\  Now,    the    east    of    France    bristles    with    formidable 

u  Miul  the  army  corps  covering  the  frontier  nmstitute  a 

t  rmy.        The    invasion   of   France   over   her  eastern 

t  <1,  therefore,  encounter  a  vigorous  resistance  which 

•  rably  delay  the  result  aimed  at.     The  crossing  of 

'  '     '  -  -rite,   in  the  eyes  of  the  German  strategists, 

lt  blo<k.  inasmuch  as  the  northern  frontier 

"   -rtest  route  from  Cologne  to  Paris  is 

'    '  'i>e. 

i'"  igium   would   be  paralysed   with   fright   and   would   let   the 

<>         •Ilk   do   what    they   wished,   merely   registering   u    protest. 

'  .  if  she  resisted,  her  armv  would  lie  annihilated  in  a 

T     ^     '    "     '•  'd  the  R.'  .my 

.«'   favou!  -of 

>    M^it  Oil  tiif  part  ot  lifl^ium 

.  '   all  the  (ternians  would  have  to 

do  would  be  to  call  out  the  DOsseldorf  firemen  to  scatter  King 

Albert'*  troops! 

Thin   was   the   favourite  theme   of   German    military  writers, 

''     •    'flic  press,  whi<'h  adde<l. 
.   by  the   Kmpire  would 
I  and  its  (*t)lony. 

1       .,    .        had   (•qually    fort»seen    the 

;  'V  of  this  German   offenNivr   across    lielgium,   and  thia 

ty   had  given   rise  to  a   proje<-t  for  re-constructing  the 

'  (1  cunip  lit   MnulM*U0*i*. 

•  feMMNl  <<  '«olat«Ml  lis. 

iin'lv    cii-  wi'ti*    \  iiiv 

official  |Mi«»ition. 

\     to  oftiriiil  Ctennnny,  it   lo  worth  uhile  tixtug  out  attention 
<>n  her  deeds  und  on  her  words. 
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Her  acta  go  to  show  that  the  'strategic  plan  of  German  military 
wriierA  was  identical  with  that  of  the  Grand  Staff.  inaHmuch  slb 
evt  ]iat  the  Empire  had  i      •       ■     •        >  'of 

a  1'  ilue  in  the  district  i«ii  i,      ne 

and  the  t rentiers  of  Belgium  and  Luxcmlmrg  with  u  \iv\\  lu  the 
rapid  concentration  of  her  troops  on  those  frontiers.  The  develop- 
ment of  these  railway  lines  coincided  with  the  creation  of  the 
huge  camp  at  Elsenborn.  What  is  more,  everybody  knows  that 
Germany  made  persistent  and  strenuous  efforts  to  obtain  from 
Belgium  the  linking  up  of  the  Belgian  railways  with  the  German, 
more  especially  the  connection  Malm^y-Stavcldt,  and  the  build- 
ing of  a  new  railway  line  which,  passing  Vise  and  avoiding  Liege, 
would  have  shortened  the  existing  line  wl»i«li  .<>i.i..Mt<  Aiv-ljt- 
Chapelle  with  central  Belgium. 

So  much  for  Germany's  deeds.     Let  us  now  turn  to  her  words. 

.  These  military  projects  on  which  Germany  complacently  dilated 
in  her  press  and  which  had  also  been  commented  on  both  in 
France  and  in  Belgium,  had  made  a  considerable  stir  in  the 
latter  country. 

The  Belgian  Government  in  1911  apprised  Herr  von  Flotow, 
the  German  Minister  at  Brussels,  of  the  existence  of  this  feeling, 
and  suggested  that  a  declaration  in  the  German  Reichstag  during 
a  debate  on  foreign  policy  might  be  made,  of  su<h  a  nature  as 
to  appease  public  opinion  in  Belgium  and  to  soothe  its  misgivings 
which  were  so  regrettable  from  the  point  of  view  of  the  relations 
of  the  two  countries.  The  Imperial  Chancellor,  Herr  von  Beth- 
mann-Hollweg,  sent  an  answer  to  the  effect  that  he  had  fully 
appreciated  the  feelings  which  had  inspired  our  representations. 
He  declared  that  Germany  had  no  intention  of  violating  Belgian 
neutrality,  but  he  considered  that  in  making  a  public  declaration 
Germany  would  weaken  her  military  position  in  regard  to  France, 
who,  secured  on  the  northern  side,  would  concentrate  all  her 
energies  on  the  east. 

Again,  on  April  29th,  1913,  during  a  sitting  of  the  Budget 
Commission  of  the  Reichstag,  Herr  von  Jagow,  Secretary  of  State 
for  Foreign  Affairs,  answering  a  question  put  by  a  member  of  the 
Social  Democratic  Party,  stated:  "  The  neutrality  of  Belgium 
is  determined  by  international  conventions,  and  Germany  fully 
intends  to  respect  those  conventions."  Herr  von  Heeringen, 
Minister  for  War,  added,  **  Belgium  is  not  a  factor  in  the  justifi- 
cation of  the  project  for  re-organising  the  German  armed  forces. 
That  project  is  justified  by  the  situafion  in  the  east.  Germany 
w^ill  not  fail  to  remember  ^^'•'*  T^"l{r'nri  nentrillfv  i>i  f^ri!;ir:'»i*..<«rl 
by  international  treaties." 

We  see,  then,  that  the  declarations  ot  rc^jwnsibU'  German 
Ministers  were  formally  and  clearly  re-assuring  to  Belgium : 
Germany  would  respect  her  neutrality.* 

*  In  1905  while  a  MUitaryBill  was  under  diaooMion  in  the  Belpan  Honsea 
of  ParlianMnt,  Gonnt  Von  Wallwitx,  the  Oemun  MinUter  at  Bru^-  '  '  'icly 
enooaraged  the  opponenta  of  inoreaaed  military  expenditure,  d  -    a 

mnetinj  at  Antwerp  that:  "reepect  for  the  independenoe  and  ijcui,iai<L>  of 
Bdgiom  waa  a  dogma  in  the  eyea  of  (Germany." 
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Thp  Kuis4>r  himself  on  two  different  occ«8iou>  tlioii^'lit  it  w.-ll 
to  re-assure  the  Belgian  Govfrnment  and  peopK  .  1  ii«-  tii-t 
occasion  was  shortly  aft«T  the  incident  of  the  Chmi  Blatira 
de»»Tt.rs.  which  had  pnxluci'd  serious  tension  between  France 
and  ty  and  arous4>d  considerable  stir  in  Belgium  owing 

to  till-  iiiiiiiury  pre))urations  made  on  both  side^  of  the  Vosges. 
The   Kai>»T  went  to  Aix-la-('hapelle.     There  he  wan  ffreet«d  by 

King  of  th-  ( :  ,1 

I  nor  of  the  I.  is 

cral   Ueimburger«  the  (ierman    Kmi>eror 

.....i-nt  at  the  precautions  which  Belgium  had 

\   to  take,  declaring  that  the  Kingdom   had 

liv'^  1  her  powerful  neighbour  to  the  east. 

'1  .  >u  was  during  William  II. 's  visit  to  Brussels, 

after    li  uju   of   King   All>ert.      William,   who   received   a 

warm  r*      ,  from  the  Belgian  people  on  this  occasion,  mani- 

festly made  an  effort  to  inspire  confidence  in  the  King  and  bis 
Oovernnient.  More  particularly  he  used  the  following  re-assur- 
ing words  at  the  Palais  de  Brtixelles  on  October  2oth,  1910: 
"  May  thr  h'ltnh  of  mutual  confidence  and  good  neighbourship 
between  Hfluium  and  Germany  grow  ever  stronger.  May  the 
reign  of  your  Majesty  be  fraught  with  happiness  and  prosperity 
in  your  royal  house  and  amongst  your  people !  That  is  my  wish 
from  the  bottom  of  my  heart !  Vive  la  Belgique !  Vive  la 
Famille  Koyale  !*' 

Events  have  proved  in  bitter  fashion  that  these  official  declara- 
tions an<l  tln-M'  utterances  by  the  Kaiser  were  <  lies, 
de«iigned  t<»  lull  Germany's  victims  into  security,  i  w  was 
not  to  be  found  in  the  words  of  William  II.  and  his  Ministers, 
but  in  the  writings  of  the  frantic  pan-Germanists — those  writers 
who  dreamed  of  wringing  X' 1,200,000,000  out  of  France,  of 
'  -'st  departments  and  colonies  and  of  incorporating 
Belgium  and,  as  a  necessary  corollary,  Holland, 
winch  commands  the  mouths  of  the  Scheldt,  the  Meuse,  and  the 
Uhine. 

The<u>  threats,  an  we  have  already  eaid,  had  aroused  extreme 

M  Belgium.     Warned  by  King  Albert,  whose  appre- 

'  re  impartefl  to  them  at  a  se<Tet  Session,  the  Belgian 

•  rs  two  yean  ago  decreed  a  military  reform,  which  was  in 

•>  when   the  present  war  broke  out.     Belgium  in   thus 
ig  her  army  was  influenced  by  one  idea  only :    the 

•  1  to  impose  respect  for  her  neutrality 
4>;                                               ^  to  violate  it. 

.*^  iH  have  tried  to  gain  creden<'e  for  the 

leg.  :...  tailed   in   the  dn»>"^   Jtnjiosed  on    h»>r 

bv  her  ig  a  military  u  t   with  (ti<.it 

T-    '  :  •'  TT   "  •'     .:iv.-M 

.■tit.i- 

l»\e    ol  U».t 

tioil.    tl  '  •>\\vi\ 

certain  its  of  which  they  h  i   the 

mini-'' !  ■    iiive^  nt  Bnt«^rU.      Th.—   •■.-  ..........  ..  lity. 

mer<  '  .   !    t.  '  <•!  .  i)),\ .  I  ».it  ;..n«  which  took  place  in  1''  IIU  1 
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between  the  Belgian  Oenerals  Ducame  and  Jungbluth,  on  the  one 
hand,  and  the  Briti«h  military  attaches  BarnnrdiRtoii  and  Bridges, 
on  the  other.  The  topic  of  these  conversations  had  Ijeoii  the 
possibility  of  the  o£Fer  to  Belgium  by  Great  Britain  of  military' 
co-operation  in  the  event  of  Germany's  making  good  her  threats, 
betraying  her  solemn  obligations  and  taking  the  initiative  in 
violating  Belgian  neutrality.  The  officers  who  took  part  in  these 
ronversjitions  acted  without  any  orders  from  their  Governments 
and  merely  on  their  own  initiative.  The  conversations  were  not 
followed  by  any  convention  l>etween  the  two  Governments. 
Notwithstanding,  the  Germans  have  not  hesitated  to  assert  the 
contrary.  They  have  circulated  a  profusion  of  versions  of  the 
notes  in  German.  But  they  have  taken  good  care  to  translate 
the  phrase  **  our  conversations  must  be  regarded  as  absolutely 
confidential  "  by  "  our  *  Abkommen  '  must  be  regarded  as 
al'-ohitely  confidential  "  I  Now,  *'  abkommen  "  means  '*  agree- 
iiM  III,''  never  **  conversation."  What  is  more,  they  are  careful 
not  to  allude  to  a  remark  of  General  Ducarne's.  which  ran  literally 
as  follows: — **  The  entry  of  English  troops  into  Belgium  would 
not  take  place  until  after  the  violation  of  our  neutrality  by 
Germany."     There  you  have  an  instance  of  Teuton  perfidy! 

(b)  Belgium  and  Germany  at  the  Time  of  the  Declaration  of  War. 

During  the  last  days  of  July,  1914,  at  a  time  when  the  peace 
of  Europe  seemed  to  be  decidedly  in  danger,  the  intentions  of 
Germany,  so  far  as  Belgian  neutrality  was  concerned,  remained 
obscure.  On  the  one  hand,  Germany  refused  a  formal  request 
from  Great  Britain  for  an  assurance  that  she  would  respect 
Belgian  neutrality,  seeing  that  France  had  not  hesitated  to  bind 
herself  formally  to  this  effect.  In  justification  of  this  refusal, 
the  Imperial  Government  de<"lared  that  they  could  not  give  any 
such  undertaking  without  revealing  their  military-  plans — which 
seems  to  show  what  their  intentions  were.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  attitude  of  Herr  von  Below-Saleske,  the  German  Minister  at 
Brussels,  on  August  2nd  had  given  the  Belgian  Government  to 
understand  that  they  were  justified  in  entertaining  feelings  of 
security  towards  their  eastern  neighbours.*  He  even  made  his 
opinion  public  by  giving  an  interview  to  an  evening  newspaper, 
which  published  it  at  3  o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  The  military 
attache,  who  had  remained  on  terms  of  great  intinuuy  with 
certain  Belgian  officers,  was  guilty  of  a  similar  act  of  knavery 
in  repeating,  a  short  time  before  the  despatth  of  the  ultimatum, 
statements  of  the  most  re>assuring  nature.  However,  at  7  o'clock 
in  the  evening  Herr  von  Below-Saleske  handed  to  M.  de  Davignon, 
Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs,  Germany's  ultimatum  t(»  Belgium. 
The  ultimatum  demanded  free  passage  for  the  In)peri:i]  troops 
across  Belgian  territory.  It  threatened  Belgium  with  devastation 
if  she  opposed  the  German  troops,  and  it  bound  the  German 
Government  at  the  conclusion  of  peace  to  guarantee  the  posses- 
sions  and   independence   of   the   Belgian    Kingdom    if   Belgium 
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»h1    an    attitude    of    friendly    neutrality    (tie)    towardi 

ti.. y. 

This  then  is  how  the  German  Empire  deliberately  violated  the 
"       '    lis  it  had  undertaken  in  1839.     It  .         '    t  obtain- 
in  n  difhnnouniUlv   nolation  of  '»/  to  tts 
f                                      '  it  is  pleased  to  call  :  nuiiiitai  tude 
I'                                     y  ),  in  virtue  of  a  seroiul  f^unr:f                      i>en- 
denc-e  I     Could  deceit — indeed  blackmail — go  further)'     It  is  true 
that  in  jtiotitication  of  her  demand  that  Belgium  should  betray  her 
t  <^::tiai.iii;i>rs.  Germany  ufKrmed  that  "reliable  information  had 
1                       <i  to  the  effect  that  French  forces  intended  to  march 
f  the  Mease  by  Givet  and  Nomur."     The  course  of 
even                         it  to  prove  that  we  have  here  a  new  and  brazen 
lie                     ..  :  until  22nd  Auflrust  that  the  concentration  of  the 
lies    permitted    France    to    attempt  an  oflFensive  in 
l>»i-iiiiii  %xii!    •'       *       *  of  rollinfT  back  the  German  invasion. 

This  lit-  w  (1  in  the  would-be  explanation  jriven  to 

<  ilie  Kaipire  in  jus'  i  of  the  viol  ' 

1  ty.      Hut   in  the  Gei;  neral  von   K. 

!  tion  to  the  Belgian  people,  the  lie  appeared  under  another 

I.  ...  The  general  statement  was  to  the  effect  that  "the 
n**utrality  of  Belgium  had  already  been  violated  by  French  oflBcers 
V '  '  crossed  Belgium  in  a  motor-car  with  a  view 

t  "     One  wonders  which  is  the  more  astonish- 

ing, ry  of  this  assertion  I 

Gt  1-  -  --  .  '      itT  in  Chief  of  the  second  German   N.B.— Pro- 

army,  made  use  of  the  lie  in  a  third  form,  in  another  proclamation  ^""J^*"* 
*     *^p  Belgian  people,  when  he  asserted  that  the  Belgian  Govern-   j^n-g-t 

'    had   "  tolernte<l  a  military  reconnaissance  on   the  (>art  of   1914 
1-  rauce,  a  fact  of  which  your  newspapers  have  kept  you  in  ignor- 
ance."     Xo  wonder ! 

We  se«»,   then,   that   while  to  (ienerals  von   Emmich   and   von   Proc^nia- 
II. .low.  the  -.i.tl.Mrlw...!   wi.'.l..sinen  of  Germany,  the  violation  of  JiSS^u-T* 

lan  neut  >   was  a  fait  accompli,  to  the  Minister 

\'       F.itT""  -tiHi  iiif  <  T';  *'  -Hollweg,  it  wa-  ■      ' 

l>u'    1  I!  ■  •   I.  •• !      In  t  s|)eech  to  the  1{ 

on  tl  •     )•(     August  httiA  "  \Vt*  kufw  titut   Fran«'e  stcMKl  i. 
an    Ui\.<-i<.ii.      France    could    wait;    we    coubl    not.      A  1 

attack  u|ion  our  flank  on  the  lower  Rhine  might  have  been 
disaotrout." 

Thene  varyinir  versions  put  the  German  assertions   in   a   true 
^     "  'ow  fant  '  "re.     It  wa.>* - 

.•  rirrno  m)  of  Belgini< 

.    out   the  strategic   plan 

.^      ...jiter,  the  preparations  for 

h  it  wa-  ie  to  improviiie  from  day  to  dav. 

I  r.-    i*    *n   #,'  .  ".  ■       r    ''  r    ""  '-,! 

Iiot     III   .1.-    t|.. 


iit-rlin.  which  wax  rr{Mirted  in  th*    i  H)ue  Hook,  in  thecotirte 

of  which  he  calle<l  Ilelgian  neutr.<>>v«       a  word"  and  the  Treaty 
of  18.19  "  a  scrap  of  paper  "     ....     Nor  were  those  the  only 
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unfortunate  words  employed  by  the  Imperial  Chancellor  . 
On  4th  August,  in  the  course  of  a  spee<-h  in  the  Reichsla^^  <//  o 
time  when  he  knetr  that  lielgium  would  oppose  the  German 
invasion  by  force  Herr  von  Bethninnn-Hollweg  said  :  **  We  are  in 
a  state  of  neceH-nity,  and  necetwiity  knows  no  law.  Our  trooiM  have 
occupied  Luxemburg  and  have  i>erhaps  already  entered  into 
Uelgian  territory.  This  is  a  breach  of  international  latt 
Thus  we  were  forced  to  ignore  the  rightful  protests  of  the  Govern- 
ments of  Luxemburg  and  Belgium."  And  he  goes  on  to  say: 
'*  The  wrong  which  we  thereby  commit  we  will  try  to  make  good 
as  soon  as  our  military  aims  have  been  obtained." 

It  is  only  necessary  to  remember  that  Germany's  "  state  of 
necessity  "  was  represented  by  her  own  aggression  against  the 
Powers  who  were  trying  to  preserve  the  peace  of  Europe,  for  us 
to  realise  fully  the  odious  cynicism  of  the  Chancellor's  words. 

A  fact  which  can  hardly  be  believed  and  which  throws  a  lurid 
light  on  the  state  of  mind  of  the  educated  strata  of  German 
society  is  the  fact  that  not  a  single  member  in  the  whole  Reichstag 
uttered  one  word  of  protest  against  this  profession  of  faith  in 
internatinual  rufiianism  and  against  the  act  of  piracy  committed 
by  the  German  Empire. 

True,  Germany  "  will  make  good  the  wrong  when  her  military 
aims  have  been  attained."  She  has  no  aspirations  after  territorial 
acquisition  in  Belgium,  as  Herr  von  Jagow  assured  Sir  Edward 
Grey  on  August  4th.  He  explained  that  "  it  was  obvious  that 
Germany  could  not  profitably  annex  Belgian  territory  without 
making  at  the  same  time  territorial  acquisition  at  the  ejrpense  of 
Holland.'*  Now,  **  Germany  has  solemnly  pledged  her  word  to 
Holland  to  respect  her  neutrality."  The  whole  world  has  learned 
by  now  what  value  to  attach  to  Germany's  solemn  engagement  on 
her  word  of  honour ! 

We  will  now  consider  in  what  way  Germany  intended  to 
realise  her  military  aim  and  in  doing  so  aggravated  the  wrong  she 
had  committed  and  confessed,  but  we  must  first  remind  our  readers 
that  the  relations  between  the  two  countries  had  always  been 
extremely  cordial.  Countless  Gem.ans  had  made  their  homes  on 
Belgian  soil,  Germans  carried  on  a  thriving  trade  in  that  country 
and  they  had  always  been  received  with  most  liberal  hospitality. 
Many,  indeed,  must  have  been  the  occasions  on  which  the  trustful 
Belgian  population  had  reason  to  regret  this!  Profiting  by  this 
hospitality,  numerous  Germans,  after  their  pacific  invasion  of  the 
country,  made  preparations  for  an  invasion  by  their  armies. 
They  establishe<l  an  organised  .system  of  espionage  and — a  fact 
which  is  an  imiiortant  proof  that  this  war  was  premeditated — they 
built,  on  the  properties  which  they  possessed  near  the  Belgian 
forts,  concrete  foundations,  with  a  view  to  facilitating  the  use  of 
their  siege  artillery  to  crush  those  who  had  received  them  with 
open  arms. 


The  Invasion  of  Belgium — the  Atrocities. 

t)n  the  9th  August,  1914.  that  is  to  say,  on  a  date  when  the 
desperate  resistance  of  Li^ge  was  a  fait  accompli.   General  von 
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BUlow,  Commander  in  Cbief  of  the  second  army,  {uibli.xhed  a 
proclamation  which  gave  no  indication  to  the  civil  {nipuhition  of 
the  treat ment  which  wa«  in  store  for  them. 

"  The  pMicefvl  populatioD  of  Belgium,"  he  aaid.  "  are  not  our 
enemies.     On   the  contrary,  we  intend  to  treat  them  with  con- 
sideri'  lence  (nc)  proTided  that  they  translate  their 

p<*nri  •  ito  deeds." 

>utrary  to  their  promises,  the  Germans  were  no 
siiv.... .   ...   1^.  .^...m  than  they  stamped  upon  the  war  a  character 

of  brutal  and  bloody  savagery,  which  no  inhabitant  of  a  civilised 
count  I  'I  have  foreseen. 

It  1  !iat  war  always  brings  inevitable  excesses  in  its  trail, 

but  thert-  ia  no  question  here  of  isolated  acts  by  an  undiR« 
soldiery.     It  is  a  case  of  a  regular  system  orjranised  and  ;  ,  . 
by  order  of  the  military  chiefs.     It  was  a  system  of  intimidation, 
the  obje<  t  of  which  consisted  in  the  conquest  by  terror  of  resistance 
offered  by  the  whole    nation  in    order  that    the    prospect  of  the 
li'  store  for  them  might  br 

I  many  no  law««  or  rnstoui-  The 
Hapue  (  onvfntion.  a'  that  cronvention  bears  the  signature 
of  Germiin\'s  plenipi  :...--:  .es,  is  a  dead  letter.  Not  even  the 
laws  of  hunutnity  exist  any  longer !  Did  not  the  German  General 
von  Hiii(l«-ii)>erg  go  so  far  as  to  say  that  to  wage  war  humanely 
wa«  ill  ri'ality  to  wage  it  cruelly,  because  a  humane  war  lasted 

<i  exacted  greater  sacrifices  P 

II  has  been  the  object  of  a  hideous  application  of  this 

,.,!:,,,!-    -■,  -•■  !u. 

.Nui  un;  M»*1:?ian  territory  has  been  evacuated  by  its  invaders 
will  it  b«-  ;  '  —  '••  to  make  up  the  whole  ghastly  toll  of  German 
ulriM  itii  <       A  "sion  of  inquiry  has  been  nominated  by  the 

li-  J     '    <i-.  to  re<'ord  officially  the  violations  of  inter- 

II  ;iw  as  well  as  of  the  laws  and  customs  of  war  committed 

h\   :..-     irrmans. 

The  (Mcupation  of  Belgian  territory  by  the  enemy  necessarily 
hampers  the  work  of  this  Commission,  but  already  the  facts  which 
have  been  recorded  by  u*  permit  us  to  realise  the  manner  in  which 
the  O-  1  the  application  '  tble 

sjtteiii  rpports  of  this  C  liry 

have  been  ptr  r  the  reader  to  t  ing 

(.iir...K-...   t..  ..t*iules  some  pnrti<  >  in:: 

t  Pastor;     T  ;  ,}„. 

'  I   humilt  "    1    be 

'ings  of  the  Commission  of  inquiry 

^ >»'    indictment  of    the    oppressors  of 

urn.     The  reader  will  find  an  impresnive  extract  from  this 
•  '     I    i^HM  in  the  schedules. 

I'm !.•;;•*.  theft,  assassination,  rape  and  arMin.  follow  close  in  the 
wak«'  of  the  (terman  armien.     The  civil  po  is  a  prey  to  the 

'   hideous  maltreatment.     Nuroemufi  itMi.nniantH  are  oied  as  A«w  llib 

.rv%  and  are  pushed   in   front  to  «irrve  n<*  HitieldM  to  German    Report. 

fire.   III' 
uiale  {Mi;  I 
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on  the  flitutiiMt  pretext,  military  executions  en  masse  are  urdereil. 
Neither  old  men,  women  if"*-  <'"M'1r»'»'  f^^'A  -o-v  iiwr-v  ■*♦  »l'«.  i.hikIk 
of  the  German  butchers. 

'iowus  ha%'e  been  sacked,  wimif  ai>uiti>  aiiu  nuiufiuns  \iii;i;;.- 
have  been  burned.  And  if  these  crimes  were  not  preiiu'ditait  <I 
why  was  the  tiermau  urmy  uniply  supplied  with  incendiary 
upparutus. 

The  Germans  have  tried  to  justify  these  horrors  by  pretending 
that  the  Belg^ians  had  started  a  franc-tireur  war  afrainst  them. 
This  allegation  is  false  and  is  of  a  piece  with  the  legend  about  the 
g(uiged-t)ut  eyes  which  has  been  shown  up  after  un  enquiry  by 
tlie  lierman  newspapers  themselves,  with  the  **  V'orwarts  "  at  tljeir 
head.  At  the  approach  of  the  Germans,  the  Belgian  authorities 
were  careful  to  warn  the  population  by  the  issue  of  proclamations 
that  they  were  required  to  give  up  all  the  arms  in  their  possession 
and  to  abstain  from  any  hostile  act  against  the  enemy.  We  pub- 
lish in  the  schedules  two  of  these  proclamations  by  way  of 
examples.  The  same  measures  were  taken  throughout  the  whole 
of  the  kingdom. 

It  is  unlikely  that  a  population  which  had  been  thus  warned 
and  disarmed  would  have  dreamed  for  one  instant  of  showing 
any  resistance,  even  under  the  impulse  of  justly  exa8])erated 
patriotism,  for  to  do  so  would  have  been  to  invite  certain 
«U'>t ruction  and  the  massacre  of  countless  innocent  people. 
$M  6th  and  The  clergy  themselves,  though  devoted  heart  and  soul  to  the 
7th  Reports,  cause  of  peace,  were  subjected  to  the  most  inhuman  treatment  on 
the  part  of  the  Germans.  Numerous  priests  were  put  to  death 
with  horrible  refinements  of  cruelty.  On  many  occasions  the  same 
barbarity  was  shown  towards  wounded  combatants;  they  were  put 
to  death  or  left  unattended,  prisoners  were  brutally  treated  or 
massacred  ....  Is  it  conceivable  for  one  moment  that  the 
violence  shown  to  the  civil  population  was  not  the  product  of  the 
same  state  of  mind  as  inspir*'!  «)'"  ■  im''1«!»*^  InfHi  •..«)  ..n  |u;...tw, 
Ked  Cross  men  and  soldiers!" 

Further  proof  of  the  want  oi  any  i«M'inij;  (»i  hsjmm  i  m   i 
is  to  be  found  in  the  destruction  of  the  Churches,  the  pro: 
of    sacred    objects    and    relics,    the    bombardment  of    open    aiid 
undefended  towns  and  tin-  de^triit  tion  of  lii-tnri(  al  iiioiiiinu-iits  and 
artistic  treasures. 

So  much  for  the  \*u>    ui    ^^n*.  ii    ii..:-iiiiiM  -    «.it    «  .>ji«lut  te<l. 

But  the  German  occupation  brought  other  evils  on  Belgium : 
the  spread   of  famine  and   misery  was   the  object  of  a  '    i 

organisation.  By  means  of  formidable  requisitions,  the  < 
seized  all  the  provisions  to  be  found  in  the  country.  Kich  and 
industrious  Belgium  which  had  advanced  enormously  in  pros- 
perity as  a  result  of  almost  a  century  of  peace  found  herself 
reduce<l  to  penury  and  obliged  to  appeal  to  neutrals  for  the 
means  wherewith  to  feed  her  people.  This  appeal  met  with  a 
noble  response.  The  neutrals,  espwially  Holland,  United  States 
and  Italy,  realising  the  duties  humanity  laid  upon  them,  organ- 
ised subscriptions  for  the  fulfilment  of  the  duties  which  the 
German  invaders  should  have  shouldered  and  for  obviating  the 
death  by  famine  and  misery  of  the  600,000  inhabitants  who  were 
left  in  Belgium. 
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(ii  ii<r^ii<-ii     iiii.'*    Miuiilion    SDu    6T6D    ft*ii     ii<i    pUftlDe    ID 

trail  I  1  it.  for  while  she  allowed  the  oeutraU  to  bear  the 

•  '  the  country,  ithe  rontiuueil  to  bleed  by 

•  huse   parts  of   the  country   which   have 
tally   titrugfjfled    to   support    themselTes,     while    she 

>i, :  of    Belgium    any    pecuniary    retourfes  which    the 

country  may  still  possetwt.     Quite  apart  from  the  actual  raoBoma 

'     *  *  .try  to  the  laws  of  war,  the  military  authorities  have 

;1  towns,  even  those  which  were  open  and  undef«»nded, 
-   are  crushing   unf<  Belgium     by     • 

loar  contnbution   oj  "•,000  francs.'      li 

thry  are  stripping  tJirir  ctctim-s  oJ  the  machinery  of  in- 
,,«--: ry  and  are  transporting  across  the  Rhine  plant  from  the 
factories,  and  the  animals  used  for  breeding  purposes. 

C"        '  '      nan    lives    sacrificed,    more    than    £240  "''''  ''' H  \ 

wort'  il  lost,   tfi€  complete  stopptige  of  all   it 

life.   II    I  f  intolerable   oppression,   famine  and    / 

lf<t ',     rri'  the    sum    total    of   the    price    vrhich    Gt 

nal  egoism  has  ejtacted  from  innocent  Belgium  ! 

1  Living  ruined  those  who  had  not  fled  at  the  approacii  oi  uit- 
invasion,  the  (iernians  are  also  striking  a  blow  at  those  Belgians 
w  '  ie«.     They  have  prohibited  them 

t  k  deposits  or  withdrawing  their 

funds  tnim  Belgium.* 

They  have  just  struck  a  farther  blow  at  these  refugees  by 
im|N».Hing  a  tax  of  10  per  cent,  on  their  contributions  personcllet. 

Acts  !:■  *'  .  should  have  caused  the  German  savants  to  rise 
in  their  >tead  of  making  a  stand  against  the  reprobation 

of  the  V  ilised  world,  outraged  by  the  atrocities  of  the 

(ternian  The   value  of   the   protests    from   the   German 

university  prt>iessors  will  be  pliu-ed  in  a  clear  enough  light  by 
the  publication  in  the  sthedules  of  a  few  of  the  prcH-lamations 
which  were  issued  by  the  Imperial  Military  Authorities  and 
|HtHte<I  ii:  '■  '  lu.  These  pHM-lamations  enable  us  to  judge  the 
(ffrniMn  <  X  out  of  their  own  mouths,  and  the  reader  will 

t:  ul  huw  well  calculated  they  were  to  excite  the  natural 

I  of  the  soldiers. 

The  above  will  show  the  way  in  which  the  Germans  have  ful- 

».'i..i   ti.,.  pix>ini*es  made  by  the  Chancellor  when   he  told  the 

J  on  the  4th  August  that  the  wrong  done  by  Germany 

ts.'    II'    .^  .'llli     \v 

Tlt>    ♦   r.  .  lear  light  on  the  behaviour 

•    holds  her  treaties,  and  the 

.  :;in  words  of  the  Kmi»«""r  mnl 

But  it  must  not  be  supposed  that  the  restMD 

II  '  'imes  which  have  been  committed  ought  to  In*  i  imrK'd 
ti>  til)    inilit.irv  cnmarillii  onlv.      The  wholo  nation  in  guiltv. 

■ri..    •   ^  ■    •  ■,-,•,,■■•, 

was  !  I  1 .  ■     ■    t 

of   ananinuma  rathvaiaam,   cheered   the   Chancellor's    infamoua 


N.B.>-TIm  amalofiaai  wUoh  tka  Bilghn  OovanaMl  dBonsdl  aljlw  aad  of 
ia  tU  pabMe  lutswst,  to  p 
Tswal  of  tksir  bank  dsposMa. 


JqIt  ia  tU  MbMe  lutswst,  to  pnvani  BsMaa  •aigiaal*  t*<*m  -9««liaff  tW 
witM  - 
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upeeoh.  Even  the  AO('iaIi«t  deputies,  from  whom  some  protest 
mifrht  have  been  expected  against  the  Kaiser's  militarist  policy, 
set  the  seal  of  their  approval  on  that  crime  against  international 
law,  the  violation  of  Belgian  neutrality.  The  learned  men  and 
the  university  profeMors  condoned  the  hideous  crimes  for  which 
the  German  Generals  equally  with  their  soldiers  were  responsible. 
Never  on  one  single  occasion  has  a  word  of  protest  been  heard. 
The  whole  of  Germany  which  ought  to  have  blushed  at  the 
Chancellor's  statement*^  i"  !t}»«f>lnf»'K-  nf  mim-  niind  ulili  fliiwf». 
who  direct  her  a£Fair^ 

This  is  the  Power.  r»Miount;ii)M'  in  n«i  im^iit,  aim  m  itf  lack 
of  scruple,  which  aspires  to  universal  dominion  and  wishes  to 
impose  her  kultur  no  lees  than  her  commiTcc  on  the  whole  world. 

We  have  therefore  seen  with  painful  surprise  the  way  in  which 
the  United  States,  under  the  pressure  of  certain  private  intcrests^ 
of  a  short«ighted  kind,  has  failed  to  recognise  the  evidence  before^ 
her  eye«.  The  great  nation  of  free  America  seemed  at  the 
beginning  of  the  war  to  understand  more  clearly  which  way  her 
true  interests  lay.  The  American  protest  was  the  result  of  the 
losses  suffered  by  her  trade.  But,  be  it  noticed,  these  losses  only 
affect  certain  articles  and  have  surely  been  compensated  for  by  the 
Sm  «UiistiGi  profits  realised  under  the  star  spangled  banner  in  other  branches 
in  sdiediilfls.   of  commercial  and  industrial  activity. 

Great  Britain's  answer  brings  forward  statistics  to  prove  that, 
in  certain  neutral  countries,  persons  attracted  by  the  bait  of 
immediate  profit  are  competing  with  each  other  in  the  trade  of 
importing  food  into  Germany.  In  acting  thus  they  are  failing 
in  their  duties  towards  their  country  and  are  betraying  their 
own  interests,  inasmuch  as  they  close  their  eyes  to  the  possibility 
of  a  German  commercial  hegemony. 


IT 


APPENDICES. 


riNAL  ACT  OF  THE  BBOOND  INTERNATIONAL  PEACE 
CONFERENCE.  1907. 

The  wcond  International  Peocr  Confereaee,  proposed  in  the  ftnt 
instABoe  bj  the  President  of  the  I'nited  States  of  America,  haring  been 
cxinvoliiMl.  oo  the  inritation  of  Hia  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  all  the  Eossiaa, 
Maje^  the  Queen  of  the  Netherlands,  assembled  on  the  15th  Jane, 
;  he  Hfagne,  in  the  Hall  of  the  Knights,  for  the  onrpose  of  giving 
a  fmh  development  to  the  hamanitarian  prinetplss  whidi  senrea  as  a 
basis  for  tlM  work  of  the  flrsi  Coaference  of  1809. 

The  Powers  eaiimerated  in  the  following  list  took  part  in  the  Conference, 
to  whidi  they  appointed  the  delegates  named  below :  — 

Osnaoay : — 

Hi«  KxceliencT  Baron  MarKhal  Von  Bieberstcin.  MidisUt  ot  Mate, 
Imperial  Ambassador  at  Constantinople  :  First  Delegate  Pleni- 
potentiarr. 

M.  Kriege.  Imperial  Enroy  on  Extraordinary  Mission  at  the  pre- 
sent Conference,  Priry  Con  of  Legation  and  Legal 
Adviser  to  the  Ministry  for  Affairs.  Member  of  toe 
Permanent  Coart  of  Arbitration  :  .<n«ond  Delegate  Plenipo- 
tentiary. 

Rear-Admiral  Siegel,  Naval  Attache  to  the  Imperial  BabMi^  at 
Paris:   Naval  Delecate. 

Major-Oeneral  de  Gflndsll,  Qoartennasier-Oeneral  of  the  General 
Staff  of  the  Royal  Pmssaaa  Army :  MiliUry  Delegate. 

M.  Zom,  Professor  to  the  Faeol^  of  Law  at  the  Universiiy  of 
Bonn,  Judicial  Privy  CoonciUor.  Member  of  the  Prussian 
Upper  ChanitM^r  an<l  Crown  Syndic:   S4-i<  ntific  Delegate. 

M.  GApport,  C  u;ation  and  C  ittachod  to  the 

Dopartmen  .       Affairs:   Assi-  m   i«>gste. 

M.  Retamaan,  Lieutenant-Goounaader  of  the  Naval  General 
Staff:    AssiiUnt   Nsval  Delegate. 


CONVENTION  CONCERNING  THE  LAWS  AND  CUSTOMS  OF  WAR 

ON  LAND.  19C»7. 

Considering  that,  while  seeking  means  to  preserve  peace  and  prevent 
armed  eonflicU  between  nations  it  is  likewise  aeosssary  to  have  regard 
to  eases  where  aa  appeal  to  arms  may  b^  oansed  by  events  which  Uieir 
•olieitode  eoald  not  avert; 

Anhaaled  also  by  the  desire  to  serve,  eveo  in  this  a«twia  ease,  the 
mtorssla  of  homanity  and  the  ever-progrsssing  assds  of  eiviliaatioB ;  aad 

Thialdac  it  important,  with  this  objMt,  to  reriae  the  laws  aad  gsasral 

ruaioms  of  war    either  with  the  view  or  dsiaif  them  more  precisely, 

<«rtain  limits  for  the  purpose  of  modifying  their  severity 

Have  desMuJ  it  necessary  to  ooiplato  aad  reader  BMire  prsetas  ia  oertaia 

6srtiettlaf«  the  work  of  the  frst  PMee  Oosforsaee,  a4ioh,  foDowiag  oa  Ike 
Imsnb  CtefetwMe  of  1874.  aad  iaqpired  by  «ka  ideas  diototod  bj  a  wIm 
aad  gpaitaas  foraUwaght,  adoplad  prerieioM,  the  objeet  of  whteh  is  to 
doiae  aad  covara  the  asMss  of  war  oa  laad. 


Aeeording  to  the  views  of  the  Hi^  OoaftrMliac  Parties,  theas  proviaioas, 
the  wording  of  which  has  beea  inspired  bj  the  oesire  to  diaUaisb  tka  evils 
of  war.  so  far  as  military  noosssitios  pwadt,  ars  iatondsd  to  t&nrt 
general  raise  of  oonduct  for  beUifsianto  in  their  relations  with  eaeii  oil 
and  with  popniations, 


imi» 
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It  has  not,  howerer,  bMa  pomble  to  agrse  forthwith  on  proviaiona 
•mbraeing  all  the  eireamataaeat  wfaidi  ooear  in  praetioe. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  could  not  be  intended  by  the  High  Contracting 
Parties  that  Uie  caaee  not  provided  for  ahould,  for  want  of  a  written 
prorision,  be  left  to  the  arbitrary  judgment  of  military  commanders. 

Fnttl  II  more  complete  code  of  the  laws  of  war  can  be  issued  the  Hig^ 
C"  -    Parties   think    it   expedient    to   declare    that    in    caaes    not 

in<  the  Regulations  adopted  by  them,  populations  and  belligerenta 

lemuin  under  the  protection  and  the  rule  of  the  principles  of  the  law  of 
nations,  as  they  result  from  the  usages  established  between  civiliaed 
nationa,  from  the  laws  of  humanity,  and  the  requirements  of  the  pablic 
ooDsoience. 

They  declare  that  it  is  in  this  sense,  especially  *'•-♦  Articles  1  an<l  ?  of 
the  Regulations  adopted  must  be  understood. 

Article  I. 

The  High  Contracting  Parties  will  issue  to  their  armed  land  forces, 
instructions  which  shall  be  in  conformity  with  the  "  Regulations  respecting 
the  Laws  and  Customs  of  War  on  Land,"  annexed  to  the  present 
Convention. 

Article  8. 

A  belligerent  party  which  violates  the  provisions  of  the  said  Regulationa 
shall,  if  the  case  demands,  be  liable  to  make  compensation.  It  shall  be 
responsible  for  all  acts  committed  by  persons  forming  part  of  its  armed 
foroea. 


REGULATIONS  RESPECTING  THE  LAWS   AND  CUSTOMS  OF 
WAR  ON  LAND. 


Chaptib  I. 

The  Quaiification*  of  BeUigereni$. 

Article  1. 

The  laws,  rights,  and  duties  of  war  apply  not  only  t>.   ....    .....i, .   ..t.c 

also  to  militia  and  corps  of  volunteers,  fuUiiling  the  following  conditions:  — 

1.  That  of   being  commanded   by   a   person   responsible   for   his  sub- 

ordinatea ; 

2.  That  of  having  a  distinctive  emblem  fix»d  and  recognisable  at  a 

distance ; 

3.  That  of  rnrrving  arms  openly;  and 

4.  That  of  X  their  operations  in  accordance  with  the  laws 

and  I  I  war. 

In  countries  whert»  militia  or  corps  of  volunteers  constitute  the  army, 
or  form  part  of  it,  they  are  included  under  the  denomination  "  army." 

Article  2. 

The  population  of  a  territory  which  baa  not  been  occupied  who,  on 
the  approach  of  the  enemy,  spontaneously  take  up  arms  to  reaist  the 
invading  troops  without  hnving  had  time  to  or^^anise  themselves  in  accord- 
ance with  Article  1.  shall  be  regarded  as  belligerents  if  they  carry  anna 
openly  and  if  they  respect  the  laws  and  customs  of  war. 
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CBArm  II. 

Pritoneri  of  War. 

ArtiOt  4 

Pri*on«>rs  of  war  are  tn  the  poww  of  the  hoatiie  UoTernment,  but  u'  ' 
in  that  of  the  individaala  or  eorps  who  oaptorod  fthta. 

T)  bo  hamanoly  treated. 

A  <'raoB«l  belongings,  except  armi,  horMO,  and  military  papers. 

remain   innr  property. 

AriieU  6. 

The  State  may  atilise  the  labour  of  prisoners  of  war,  other  than  oflkms, 
acoordins  to  their  rank  and  capacities.  Their  tasks  shall  not  be  axcomitc 
and  shaU  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  operations  of  the  war. 


Sncnoic  IT. 

ffos<i2i(tes. 

The  mean*  of  injuring  the  Enemy,  Sieget  and  Bombardmenti. 

AriieU  22. 

The  right  of  belligerents  to  adopt  means  of  injuring  the  enemy  is  not 
anlimitad. 

ArtieU  88. 

Besides  the  prohibitions  provided  by  special  Conventions,  it  is  espedany 
lorbiddea — 

la)  To  employ  poison  or  poisoned  arms; 

(6)  To  kill  or  wound  treadierously  individuals  belonging  to  the  hostile 

nation  or  annv; 
(e)  To  kill  or  wound  an  enemy  who,  having  laid  down  his  arms,  or 
having    no    longer    means    of    defence,     has    surrendered    at 
discretion ; 
(</)  To  declare  that  no  quarter  will  be  given ; 
(«)  To  emploj  arms,   projectiles,  or  material  of   a   nature  to  cause 

superflnoos  injury; 
if)  To  make  improper  use  of  a  flag  of  truce,  the  national  flag,  or 
miliury  ensigns  and  the  enemy's  uniform,  as  well  as  the  dis- 
tinctive badges  of  the  Geneva  Convention. 
A  belligert'nt  is  likewise  forbidden  to  compel  the  nationals  of  the  advefw 
party  to  take  part  in  the  operations  of  war  directed  against  their  country, 
even  when  they  have  been  in  his  service  before  the  oommMMMnent  of  the 
war. 

AriieU  96. 

TUi-  attack  or  bombardment,  by  any  means  whatever,  of  towns,  vinages, 
habitationa.  or  buildings  whicli  are  not  defended  is  forbiddMi. 

ArtieU  96. 

The  eoamaader  of  an  attacking  force,  before  oonaMaeing  a  bombani* 
mcnt.  entpi  is  the  case  of  an  assault,  should  do  all  he  can  to  warn 

ihr   .iiithoriLt<M  of  it. 

ArtieU  97. 

In  «i#fM  and  bombardnwata  all  necessary  step  ahottld  be  taken  lo 
•par  '  .r  as  possible,  baildings  devoted  to  reUgloa,  art,  id— es  aad 

*h  «ric  moanoBenta,  hospitals  and   plaeas  what*  tha  aiek  aad 

4.npo  B ) 
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wounded  are  ooUeotod,  prorided  they  ar»  not  oaed  nt  the  same  time  for 
mtlitarr  parpoeea. 

The  beaieged  ehoald  indioat«  theee  buildinn  or  plaoea  br  mum  epeoial 
TisiUe  ngna,  which  shall  prertoiuly  be  nn(ifi<vi  to  the  aaeatfante. 


Article  28. 

„  pillage  of 

nit.  ia  forbidden. 


The   giving  up   to  pillage  of   a   town   or   place,   even   when   taken   by 
dd 


Section  III 
Mtittary  Authority  orrr   "      T     ritory  of  the  Ho$tile  8t<Ue. 

ArtUU  43. 

The  authority  of  the  legitimate  power  having  actually  passed  into  the 
hands  of  the  occupant,  the  latter  shall  take  all  steps  in  his  power  to 
re-eetablish  and  insure,  as  far  as  possible,  public  order  and  safety,  while 
respecting,  unless  absolutely  prevented,  the  laws  in  force  in  the  country. 

ArtieU  44. 

Any  compulsion  of  the  population  of  occupied  territory  to  furnish 
information  about  the  army  of  the  other  belligerent,  or  about  his  means 
of  defence,  is  forbidden.* 

ArticU  45. 

Any  compulsion  on  the  population  of  occupied  territory  to  take  the  oath 
to  the  hostile  Power  is  forbidden. 

AHieU  46. 

Family  honour  and  rights,  the  lire«  of  individuals  and  priTato  pro; 
as  well  as  religions  convictions  and  liberty  of  worship,  must  be  resp 
Private  property  cannot  bo  confiscated. 

Article  51. 

No  CO)  I  shall  be  collected  except  under  a  written  order  and  on 

the  resp ;>  of  a  commander-in-chief. 

Thb  lery  shall  only  take  place,  as  far  as  poedble,  in  accordance  with 
the  rules  in  existence  and  the  assessment  in  force  for  taxes. 

For  every  contribution  a  receipt  shall  be  given  to  the  payer. 

Article  56. 

The  property  of  the  communes,  that  of  institutions  dedicated  to  religious 
worship,  charity,  education,  art  and  science,  even  when  belonging  to  the 
State,  shall  be  treated  as  private  property. 

All  fteisure  of.  »iu1  tleKt ruction,  or  intentional  damage  done  to  such 
institutions.  nts,  works  of  art  or  science,  is  forbidden, 

and  shoiiM  '  •   of  h-c-.x]  t>nKo<'<linir8. 

*  Uenaui;  ■■•><■<  i.^k.  ■  ■, 

(he  view  whkli  abe  touk 
aeeapied  ooontr}-. 
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(ONVKNTION    RK8PECTIN0   THE   RIGHTS  AND    DUTIES  OF 
NErTRAI,  POWERS  AND  PERSONS  IN  WAR  ON  LAND 


Chaptkb  I. 
jkl$  and  Duties  of  Seuiral  Powtrt. 

AriieU  1. 
Th«>  territory  of  neutral  Powers  is  invioUUe. 

AriicU  3. 

ll«Jliger»nts  ar«  forbidden  to  more  »oro«  the  territory  of  a  neutral 
Power  troops  or  eonvojs  either  of  munitions  of  war  or  of  supplies. 

Ariielt  10. 

The  fart  of  a  neutral  Power  repeUinc,  even  by  force,  attacks  on  its 
neutrality  rannot  be  considered  as  a  hoauM  act. 


KXTf  "  T-   K«..,M  THK  FIRST  REPORTS  OF  THE  BELGIAN  OOM- 
KSgriRY  ON  THK  VIOLATION  OF  THE  RIGHTS 
.     *\n  ..i.    THE  LAWS    AN!)  Cf'STOMS  OF  WAR. 


FIB8T  REPORT. 


It  IS  Mteblisfaed  by  dear  and  well  oorroborated  eridenoe  thai  in  Ihs 

whnir  nf  the  region  of  Atttekoi  the  Germans  have  committed  undeniable 

A  Urge  part  of  the  population  had  fled,  panic  striken.    On 

V,  the  German  troops  burned  farms,  houses  and  haystacks,  and 

*n  the  harmless  oiriUana  that  they  net  on  the  road  or  found 

^^  in  the  flelda. 

\     M       .  it .  north  of  AetMsboi,  SS  honna  ware  buraed  in  the  rilla^. 

1'  'III  his  son,  aa  they  ware  tryiag  to  aaoapa,  were  killed  with 

tt  a  time  whan  no  B^ian  troops  were  in  aisht. 

lips  entered  Aerschot,  a  town  of  8,000  inhabitants,  on 

V  >.«<  itfth  AogiMt,  in  the  OMinuiig.    There  were  no  hwcv  any 

j>»  thara.    uuDediately  mi  aataring  the  town  the  mraaaa 

.   I    ....   .^^  ^1^^  ^^  ^  ^  iahahitaata  in  the  Roa  de 

^  •'d  than  to  ooma  oat  of  thair  hooasa.    la  the 

i<  >i  that  a  Oarmaa  odkwr  of  hi^  raak  had  baaa 

k  laee  \n  the  soa  of  the  borgoiaaatar,  or,  aooordiag 

uat  a  plot  agaiaat  tba  ooouaaadiag  oAoar  had  baaa 

the  bargoaMMlar  aad  his  faadW,  the  Oaraaaa  aaiaad  all  the 


u.-.hot:  they  thaa  took  iftar  of  thaai  aoasa  dklaaoa 

Uiwii.  lonaed  tham  m  ia  groapa  of  nor  aad,  makm§  lAaat  nrn  k^Hm 
th. ..   ..Mr  ittltr  Ihr  oihfr.  that  tktm  damn  omd  dsspaleAerf  UUm  wiA  Ihstr 

ware  maasaBrsd  ia  this  way 


tealiag  evanrthiag  that  they  ootald  lajr  their 

wisis,  prsaktag  obmi  tiM  fin«it«re  aad  aafea. 

fnp  ia  three  raaks  Ika  other  olliaaaa  whoai  tli^y 


ug  hoaess,  Drsakiag 
I  three  raui 
la  aaeh  raak  they  look  avar;  third 

l<i>4.  •tuU  hw 


«.  Ia  aaeh  raak  they  took  ovary  laird  maa. 
ih  the  bargaiaalar  of  iarwliol,  M.  TJilsiaas. 
brolhar,  abool  100  yards  frcaa  Iha  lawa,  aad 
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Thej  tlMn  foroad  th*  otlwr  inhabiUnU  of  Aenchot  to  dig  the  grarM 
in  whidi  their  TieUnui  war*  buried. 

For  three  dairs  thejr  continued  to  pilUg«  and  burn. 

About  160  inhabitant*  of  Aerschot  mu*t  hare  been  maauored. 

Tha  greater  part  of  the  town  wa«  entirely  destroyad;  the  Germaaa 
tried  ire  time*  to  eet  fire  to  the  principal  church,  the  interior  of  wUoh 
wa*  ranaacked.     All  the  archire*  of  the  oommune  were  taken  away. 

The  Red  Cro**  ambulance  men,  wearing  the  bra**ard  of  the  Red  Cro**, 
were  not  (pared.    One  of  them  report*  that  German  troops  fir<  '  ut 

while  he  wa*  picking  up  the  wounded,  and   that  the  firing  I, 

althoo^  he  showed  hi*  bra**ard.  MoreoTor,  durins  the  whole  oi  mo  day 
of  the  19th,  when  he  wa*  on  duty  at  the  hoapital,  he  wa*  threatened  and 
maltreated.  In  particular,  a  German  officer  caught  hold  of  him  bv  the 
head  and  preeaed  the  barrel  of  hi*  revolver  against  his  forehead.  A 
•tretdier  bearer,  aon  of  the  local  tax  collector,  who  wa*  wearing  the  Red 
Ctm*  badce,  wa*  killed  in  the  Rue  de  I'HAepital  by  the  German*  on  the 
evening  o?  19th  August. 

TKt  conclusion  drawn  from  all  the  evidence  it  that  the  civil  population 
of  Aerachot  did  not  participate  at  all  in  the  ho$tilitiet,  and  that  not  a 
ttngU  tkot  tMU  fired  by  them. 

The  German  troop*  which  pa«*ed  through  the  districts  beyond  Aerschot 

Sre  themselves  up  to  the  same  outrage*.  They  fired  promiscuously  on 
I  citiaen*  a*  they  fled,  and  burned  and  sacked  the  dwelling-house*,  with- 
out having  received  any  provocation  whatever. 

The  wife  of  Francois  Luyckx,  45  years  of  age,  with  her  daughter  of  12, 
whom  the  Germans  found  in  a  drain,  and  shot. 

The  daughter  of  Jean  Doyen,  aged  9  year$,  who  wa$  $hot. 

Andr^  Willem,  28  years  of  age,  sacri*tan,  who  was  tied  to  a  tree  and 
burned  alive. 

Jo*eph  Reynders,  40  years  of  ase,  killed  with  his  little  nephew,  aged  10. 

Oustave  Lodt*,  aged  40,  and  Jean  Marken,  al*o  40  years  of  age,  pro- 
bably buried  alive. 


SECOND  REPORT 


The  German  army  entered  Louvain  on  Wedneeday,  19th  Auguat,  after 
having  burnt  down  the  viUaget  through  which  it  had  pa*sed. 

At  sempst,  a  neigbbourinc  village,  were  found  the  bodie*  of  two  men, 
partially  carbonised.  One  ot  them  had  his  legs  cut  off  at  the  knees;  the 
other  had  the  arms  and  legs  cut  off.  A  workman,  whose  burnt  body  ha* 
been  *een  by  eeveral  witnesae*,  had  been  struck  aeveral  times  wiUi  bayonet*, 
and  then,  while  still  alive,  the  Germans  had  poured  petroleum  over  him, 
and  thrown  him  into  a  house  to  which  they  *et  fire.  A  woman  who  oame 
out  of  her  house  was  killed  in  the  same  way. 

A  witness,  whoee  evidence  ha*  been  taken  by  a  reliable  British  subjeot, 
declare*  that  he  *aw  on  the  96th  Auguat,  not  far  from  Malinea,  during 
the  last  Belgian  attack,  an  old  man  tied  by  the  anna  to  one  of  the  rafters 
in  the  ceiling  of  hia  farm.  The  body  waa  completely  carboniaed ;  but  the 
head,  anna  and  feet  were  unbumt.  Further  on,  a  child  of  about  15  waa 
tied  up,  the  handa  behind  the  back,  and  the  bodr  waa  completely  torn 
open  with  bayonet  wounds.  Numerous  corpse*  of  peaaant*  lay  on  the 
noond  in  positiona  of  aupplication,  their  arma  lifted  and  their  hand* 
oaaped. 

Everywhere  there  ia  ruin  and  deva*tation.  At  Boeoken  many  inhabi- 
tants were  killed,  including  the  priest,  who  wa*  over  80  year*  old. 

Between  Impde  and  Wolverthem  two  wounded  Belgian  aoldiera  lay 
near  a  houae  which  waa  on  fire.  The  Germans  threw  these  two  unfortunate 
men  into  the  flames. 

At  nightfall  on  the  90th  August  the  German  troops,  repulsed  by  our 
aoldien,  entered  Louvain  panic-struck.  At  once  the  Germans  began  bom- 
barding the  town,  pretending  that  civilians  had  fired  on  the  troops,  a 
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■uggvstion  whtcfa  IS  oontrauici^  br  all  the  yitnp—ri,  anu  cuuld  scaroeij 
har*  bc«a  poMible,  bemoM  th«  tiuuibiUnto  of  Loutmii  had  had  to  «▼• 
np  their  arms  to  the  Municipal  Authorities  Mroral  dajs  before.  The 
bombardment  lutoU  till  about  ID  o'clock  at  night.  The  GermaBs  thea 
aet  Are  fto  the  town.  Wherever  the  ftre  had  not  spread  the  Genaaa  aoldiera 
entered  the  houses  and  threw  ftre-greaades,  with  which  some  ot  them  seem 
to  be  proride<i  Tl»'  greater  part  of  the  town  of  Louvain  was  thwi  a  prej 
to  the  iamc-^  ilarly  the  quarters  of  the  upper  town,  oompnsiBC 

the  modem  b „-,  the  ancient  Cathedral  of  St.  Fierre,  the  UniTeraity 

buildiagv,  together  with  the  UniTorsity  library,  ite  manuscripts  and 
coUeciioas,  and  the  mftaicipai  theatre. 

The  Commission  considers  it  its  duty  to  in-  le  midst  of  all  these 

horrors,  on  the  crime  committed   asainst  n  n   by  the  deliberate 

destruction  of  an  aoadamio  library  which  was  one  ol  the  treasorea  of  our 
time. 

The  corpeee  of  many  ciTilians  encumbered  the  streets  and  squares.  On 
the  road  from  Tirlemont  to  Louvain  alone  a  witness  counted  more  than 
SO.  On  the  doorsteps  of  houses  could  be  seen  carbonised  bodies  of  inhabi- 
tanta,  who,  hiding  in  their  cellars,  were  driren  out  by  the  fire,  tried  to 
escape  and  fell  into  the  flames.  The  suburbs  of  Lourain  suffered  the 
same  fate.  We  can  afirm  that  the  houses  in  all  the  districts  between 
Louvain  and  Malines,  and  most  of  the  suburbs  of  Lourain  itself,  haTo 
practically  been  destroyed. 

In  short,  the  town  has  the  appearance  of  an  ancient  ruined  city,  in 
the  midst  of  which  only  a  few  drunken  soldiers  more  about,  carrying 
botti*^  nf  wine  and  liqueurs,  while  the  officers  themselvee,  seated  in  arm- 
rhatTK  muii'l  the  tables,  drink  like  their  men. 

TItf  C'oiuwiasioa  is  able  to  draw  the  following  conclusions  from  the  facte 
whirh  hare  eo  far  been  brought  to  its  notice:  — 

In  this  war,  the  oocapation  of  any  place  is  systematically  accompanied 
and  followed,  sometimes  even  preceded,  and  accompanied,  by  acta  of 
riolence  towards  the  ciril  population,  which  acts  are  r«n»rnrv  )>..t)i  to  the 
oiaMs  of  war  and  to  the  most  elsnentanr  principles  ' 

rte  German   immslure  is  ererywhere  the  same.     l.  ,         along 

a  road,  shoe;  '''naiTe  passers-by — particularly  bicyclists — as  well  as 

peasants  work  the  flelda. 

In  the  t4iwns  or  Tillaass  where  they  stop  they  begin  by  rsquisitioning 
food  and  drink,  which  they  consume  till  intozioated. 

Sometimes  from  the  interior  of  deeerted  houses  they  let  off  their  rifles 
at  random,  and  deelare  that  it  was  the  inhabitanta  who  fired.  Then  the 
soenes  of  fire,  murder,  and  eepecially  pillage,  begin,  aeooapaaied  by  aeta 
of  deliberate  cruelty,  without  rsepert  to  sex  or  age.  Bran  where  they 
pret«-n(i  tu  know  lbs  aetaal  person  of  the  aets  ther  allege,  they 

do  not  ronteni  thewisslese  with  ezi*  im  summarily,  but  they  eeiae 

the  opportunity  to  decimate  the  popuUitiuu,  to  pillage  the  honeea,  and  thau 
set  them  on  fire. 

Aft«>r  a  prelimiaarr  attack  and  massacre  thaj  riint  np  tha  maa  in  the 
oroer 


churrh.  and  thea  onMr  the* worn sa  to  retara  to  thair  honsss  aad  to  leuT* 
their  doors  open  all  aight. 

From  several  plaeaa  the  awle  population  has  bami  seat  to  Germany, 
there  to  be  forced,  it  appears,  to  wwk  at  the  harrsst,  aa  ta  the  old  days 
of  slavary.  There  are  maay  caasa  of  the  iahahitaata  baiaf  forced  to  act 
as  guidee,  aad  to  dig  treaehse  aad  aatfaanhmeats  foi  tha  Oenaaaa. 
Ntimerous  witaeaas  aswrt  that  duriag  their  marehea  aad  area  wkaa 
attacking,  the  Oenaaaa  place  dTtUaaa,  maa  aad  woaMa,  ia  thair  froat 
rank«.  in  order  to  prevwat  oar  soldiars  flriag.  Tha  syjdaaae  of  Belgiaa 
nffirt  r«  ami  aoldtars  shows  that  Ganaaa  detach meata  do  act  heritata  to 
dis|  r  the  white  flag  or  tha  BmA  Cram  flag,  ia  order  to  approach 

our  ■  th  impuaity .    Oa  the  other  head,  they  Are  oa  oar  ambnlaaeso 

aad   maltreat   the   amhulaaco   BMa.    They    maltreat   aad   even    kill    tha 
wounded.    The  clergy  saaai  to  he  particularly  ahoasa  aa  sahjecte  for  their 


bnttahtr.  Fiaally,  wa  hava  ia  our  peswsrioa  axpaadiag  ballets  which 
had  been  abaadoaad  by  tha  sacaiy  at  Wershtsc,  aad  we  poHsn  doeton* 
eertiflcates  iheviag  that  woaads  mast  hare  baea  iaflicted  by  haUata  «f 
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THIRD  RKI»ORT. 


Another  fan   .>  •mphMiMNi  th«  mthleat  character  of  the  treatment 

to  which  thv  p.  >• .  .i).|.  )><,|. Illation  of  jAtuvain  wa«  subiected  haa  alao  bMB 
catabliKbcd.     **•      v  '^'>'    »  crowd   of  6,000   to  8,000  pMwinH     m<m. 

waiiu*n.  and  <  i  ^e  and  condition,  waa  conducted 

Moort  of  a  di  loind  Regiment  of  German  Infant  .;  no 

riding  tehool  whpre  they  spent  the  whole  night.     Tha  place 

of  confinement  '  in  proportion  to  the  ntdmber  ot  the  ooenpanta 

that  all  had  to  r<  ''ding,  and  to  great  worn  their  sufferings  that 

in  the  course  of   :  ic  night  several  women  lost  their  reason  and 

children  nf  tender  ypam  ilu>d  in  thfir  mothers'  aruiN. 

Vis^  was  thf>  first  Belgian  town  destroyed  in  pursuance  of  the  sjitMB 
applied  HulMMH|uently  by  the  invader  tu  so  many  other  of  our  citiew  and 
vdlageK. 

It  was  onlT  in  the  ni^ht  of  August  15th/16th  that  the  dartraction 
of  the  town  began,  the  signal  being  given  bT  WToral  ahots  firad  on  the 
•Tening  of  the  15th.  The  Germans  asserted  that  the  inhabitants  had 
flred  upon  them. 

The  evidence  has  brought  to  light  the  improbability  of  an^  rising  among 
a  disarmed  {>opulation  against  a  numerous  German  garrison  at  a  time 
when  the  last  Belgian  troops  had  for  11  dars  evacuated  the  diRt^--*  ■■■nt\ 
the  witnesses  have  .declared  that  the  first  shots  were  fired  by  n  I 

Oern '^■■ntry  soldiers  at  their  own  officers.     Thin  fact  n"'-  ;.i 

be   •  il.     It    is,    indeed,    notorious   that   at    Maestr.  '     '% 

misUi^.-  .11   consequence  of  a   mutiny,   (termans  about   i: — >     laiif 

killed  one  another  during  the  night  at  a  cavalry  camp  which  they  had 
eatablishtHl  at  Mesch,  doee  to  the  Dutch  frontier  in  Limbourg. 

It  is  confirmed  that  the  town  of  Vise  was  entirely  burnt,  with  the 
exception,  it  appears,  of  a  religious  establishment  which  seems  to  have 
been  respected,  and  that  several  citisens,  both  of  the  town  and  of  the 
Tillage  of  Canne,  were  nhot. 

A  large  number  of  places  situated  in  the  triangle  between  Vilvorde, 
Malincv,  and  I/ouvain — that  is  to  say,  in  one  of  the  most  populous  and, 
a  few  days  ago,  one  of  the  moct  prosperous  regions  in  Belgium — have  been 

E'ven  over  to  plunder,  partially  or  entirely  destroyed  by  fire,  their  popu- 
tion  disperse<l,  while  the  inhabitants  were  indiscriminately  arrested  and 
ahot   without   trial   and   without   apparent   reason,   the  sole  object  being. 
it  seems,  to  inspire  terror  and  to  compel  the  migration  of  the  {>' 
This   was    notably    the   case    in    the   communes   or   hamlets    >' 
Weerde,     Klewyt,     Hofstade,     W(>spelaer,     Wilsf>le,     Bucken,     1 
WackenwH'le.    Kotselaer,    Werchter,  Thildonck,    Boortmeerbeek,  i. 

Tremeloo.  In  this  last  village  only  the  church  and  the  presi>\;  iv 
remaine<l  standing.  On  the  few  houses  which  have  been  spared  ni:i>  i><' 
aeen  the  following  inscriptions: — "  Sirht  (tbhrennen  (Do  not  burn),  Jttttn 
$ehoHrn  (Please  bpare),  Gute  leiitr  nicht  plundren  (Gootl  people  do  not 
plunder)."     These  houses,  however,  were  sacked  afterwards. 

In  the  course  of  this  inquiry  we  use  only  facta  anpported  by  trustworthy 
•vidiiK-f  It  shiiiiM  Im>  noted  that  up  to  the  preaent  we  have  txM'n  able 
to  r>  part  of  the  crimea  committed  against  law,  humanity, 

and  '  Il   will  constitute  one  of  the  moHt  Kiiiistcr  jiikI   moat 

revolting  pages  in  contemporary  history. 


ril-TH  REPORT. 


A  B{>lgian  soldier,  a  volunteer  in  tlie  6th  Regiment  of  the  Line,  haa 
told    us    the    shameful    treatment    which    many    Belgian    wounded    and 

Eriaoners  have  been  submitted  to  at  Aerschot.     Wounded  in  the  right  arm, 
e  had  been  captured  by  the  Germans  on  August  18th,  in  the  morning. 
He  was  brought  with  27  other  prisoners  by  uie  road  along  the  Detner. 
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Two  (M-rtii.ui  <  ..lup.tiiK  %  u.  !(>  pUced  tbvre.  All  Um  priaooen  vere  driren 
b..i..r.  •  i.  .,,  .iii.l  xli..t  I  ..  .Iio.  in  order  to  «««p*  their  buII«^U.  jumpad 
1,  .r.  w.  r.   h(i..i  i.r.     At  the  finit  firing  •••  threw 

(  li.    ci.Mi:  i  1);  «Ieath.     A   German   ^'  'in*  oloM 

waji  iilivo,  pn^pannl  to  shoot  him.     An  ulBeer 

man   wan   not   worth   the  buUot.   and  orderad 
ii  >ito  the  Demer.     The  witneaa  aoooMded  in  getting  hold 

«,  I  htish  nn  the  bank.    StandTing  himaelf  on  the  stones 

a  hi>  spent  the  whcje  ni(;ht  in  the  wat«>r,  his 

I:  uiorrow  lie  suooeeded  iu  getting  back  tinper- 

house   through   the  gnrden,   put   on   civilian 
of  refogees  eecnped  fmoi  tho  town.     Out  of 

tier  man  were  the  only  ^  Tin-  witness 

it  in  an  ambulance  in  A 

able  to  »t»U>  mat   in  many  rountnr 
■H.  and  Louvain,  the  disaster  i»  still 


n  abandoned. 


tin,    the   Bur.  Mr.    C-ollins, 

I  town  II PL' i ML'  '  i.ition  to  keep 

I.     Those  who 

'  iiid  to  obserre 

a  call                            <i  attitude  towards  tii-  >y. 

r>i.                             Mr    V;»ii  <l.r  Kil.ii     «-  \\r.  CoUiOA.  Burgo- 

II  of  placards  were 
y  J.S.  the  citiaens  to 
'^                                          ■<k  in  til'  under  penalty 

Town  II  n,  and  petrol; 

't  till'  town  to  l**ave  their  doors 

It  the  night. 

I  h>    I..  "     II                               iiU'nti  tht>  privat4>  ban  :    the  cash 

in                      I                                        .t     t»i.-    H. Ill  III-    -Ic    1.1     \  '  -*t  ;it    the 


oldiery   had   ooounitted 
.;irU  iu  the  town  of  Louvain  and 


A    ,  -'-nt   at   one  of   these  fights 

U'tW'  ■'  Hue  des  Joyeuaes  EntWM, 

anii  '  I  ho  street  alone,  60 

<ii>j*ii  '  <>in. 

Sli  'iki>  141  <i                  ointa  of  the  town 

«.it|M«  ,  «      l*Mr1«»                     'tiont.    in    the    U    • 

I^H)|Mtl<i.  i                                         .   auil   Hi    '         I'                                     '                     1  )>< 

German  :                                        tn   all   d::                                                                       It 

was  a  real  pauu,  (iuriu^  wbieh  the  otlicvrs  luid  lost  ull  cuutrul  uvit  ti)«*ir 

t  from  all  parts,  pai=  'f   " 

un  library  and  tit 
oi  ."^i     i'rKT  ■,  at  the  !"^        ' 
I  td  de  Tirlemunt,  ami  (  ) 

f  oAoers.  the  German  M.i.ii.r*  m 
'  h  the  help  of  f  uae«.     They  idint 
III  their  houses.     Many  tieoj  ' 
I  nt  alive.     Othem  wort*  aliut 
—        » .......I...,    ... 


and 
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Memben  of  tlie  eku-gy,  noUbly  Mgr.  Ladeuae,  Hsad  of  tho  UniTersit^, 
Ifgr.  d«  Boekor,  Hoadof  Uw  Amerioan  QMmgB,  wen  sent  from  Louvau» 
towards  Bruaaola.  Seroral  of  thorn,  Father  Depierranz,  a  Jesuit,  to  nam* 
on»,  wero  shot  on  tho  road.    All  hiul  to  endure  aavere  torture. 

The  women  and  children  remained  without  food,  on  tho  Place  de  la 
SUtion,  during  the  whole  day  (August  26th).  Thej  witnoaaad  the  axeeu- 
tion  of  about  20  of  their  fellow-citiiens,  among  whom  were  several  priesta 
and  nuns,  who,  bound  together  in  groups  of  four,  were  shot  at  one  end 
of  the  square,  on  the  footpath  in  front  of  the  house  of  Mr.  Hamaide.  A 
sham  execution  of  Mgr.  Coenraerts,  Vice-Rector  of  the  University,  and 
of  Father  8chmidt,  a  Dominican,  took  place  before  them.  A  voUey  waa 
fired  and  the  bystanders  were  compelled  to  applaud. 

On  Thursday,  27th,  at  8  o'clock,  order  was  given  to  all  the  inhabitanta 
to  leave  Louvain  as  the  town  was  going  to  be  bombarded. 

Old  men,  women,  children,  sick  people,  lunatics  from  the  asylums, 
priests,  nuns,  were  brutally  driven  like  cattle  about  the  roads.  We  only 
realise  now  the  atrocities  committod  during  this  terrible  exodus.     Theae 

Kple  were  driven  in  different  directions  by  brutal  soldiers,  forced  to 
«!  and  to  lift  their  arms  each   time  they  met  German   s  nd 

officers;    they   were   left    without    food    during   the   day,    witlx  K^r 

during  the  night. 

Many  died  on  the  wav.  Others,  among  whom  were  women  and  children, 
who  were  unable  to  follow,  and  priests  too,  were  shot  dead.  Moro  than 
10,000  of  them  were  driven  as  far  as  Tirlemont,  15  miles  from  Louvain. 
Their  sufferings  are  lieyond  description.  The  next  day  many  others  were 
driven  further,  on  from  Tirlemont  to  Saint  Trond  and  Hasselt. 

To  quote  only  one  example,  a  group  of  13  priests,  among  whom  were 
the  Cure  of  Saint  Joseph,  Mr.  Noel,  Professor  at  the  University,  tha 
Rector  of  the  Scheut  Monastery,  were  stopped  on  their  way  in  the  village 
of  Lot'cnioul.  Thev  were  insulted  in  ever^  possible  way,  shut  up  in  a 
pig-stye  from  whicfi  the  pigs  had  been  driven  out  in  their  presence  bv 
the  Germans.  Some  of  them  were  then  forced  to  strip  themselves  naked. 
Thov  were  all  searched,  and  all  valuables  which  they  poaseased  were  stolen 
from  them.    They  were  also  brutalised  and  beaten. 

The  notebooks  found  on  German  soldiers  who  were  made  prisoners  at 
Aerschot  contain  irrefutable  acknowledgment  of  this. 

Gaston  Klein.  t>elnnging  to  the  1st  Company  of  the  I^andsturm,  a-ritea, 
under  date  August  29th:  — 

"  From  Roosbeck  we  began  to  see  something  of  the  war — burninar 
houaea,  walls  riddled  with  bullets,  the  face  of  the  church  clock  knocked 
away  by  shells,  Ac,  a  few  isolated  crosses  showing  the  graves  of  the 
victims  of  the  war.  We  arrived  at  Ixiuvain,  which  was  swarming  with 
soldiers.  The  battalion  of  Landsturm  from  Hal?e  came  in  dragging 
after  it  all  sorts  of  things,  mostly  wine  bottles;  many  were  drunk. 
A  group  of  10  cyclists  in  search  of  lodgings  rode  through  the  town, 
which  snowed  a  picture  of  destruction  impossible  to  imagine.  Burn- 
ing and  crumbling  houaea  on  both  sides  of  the  streets — very  few 
remaining  standing.  Everywhere  on  the  road  bits  of  broken  glass, 
burning  wood,  Jtc.  The  electric  tram  wires  and  the  telephone  wires 
had  fallen  in  the  streets  and  blocked  the  way. 

"  The  houses  still  standing  were  full  of  '  log^.' 

"On  tho  return  to  the  station  nobody  knew  what  to  do.  i- irst 
only  a  few  troops  went  into  the  town,  but  then  the  battalion  entered 
in  close  ranks  and  broke  into  the  first  houaea  in  order  to  loot — I  beg 
pardon — to  requisition  wine  and  some  other  things  too.  It  tras  like 
a  vack  of  hountis  let  loose;  everyone  did  what  he  likr'  T'r  officers 
led  the  tray  and  gave  good  examjAe. 

"  A  night  in  barracks  with  many  drunken  men;  thai  v  '  ^nd 
of  it  all. 

^^  Thai  day  hat  filled  urith  me  tcitk  a  contempt  uhirii  i  I'inuot 
erpreu." 
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lit  the  •v«niii(  oo  Ausual  86Ui,  whil«  thcjr  ww«  Mtting  ire  to  boons, 
th..  i:..r...,iiu  wrecked  tho  ire  engines  sad  ire  eseepes;  ibey  shot  th* 
I  >,  from  the  roofs,  were  trring  to  stop  the  ismee. 

~   V  houane  whirh  were  apsred  in  LoQTsin  wss  ized  s  mall  printed 

noticv  bearing  the  fulldwing  warning:  — 

"  />i«M«  Uaua  durf  wiekt  betreten  ysMrdtn. 

"  Km  ut  Mtrenggttna  9€rbct9n  ffaeaeer  in  Brandt  xu 

'•  Seiten  ohne  Genehmig^tmf  dtr  Kommandantur ." 

D*T  Eiapptn  Kommondant." 

(Seal.) 

l..>..tn.t;  is  in-.irl\  always  followed  by  fires  which  aeem  often  to  be 
nroriij.t.'.l  s.il.lv  \,\  th.  i.  sire  to  hide  the  traces  of  the  looting.  The 
bouaed  art*  frequently  set  on  fire  by  fusee;  at  other  times  they  are  sprayed 
orer  with  petrol  or  naphtha.  Smnetimee  in  order  to  hasten  the  action 
of  (ire.  the  Uarman  soldiers  use  a  kind  of  inflammable  tablet,  of  whkh 
«•  !■<  isesi  soae  samplee.  According  to  the  analysis  whidi  has  been  mada 
f"    theee  taUets  oontain  nitro-oelluloee  gelatine. 


SEVENTH  REPORT. 


I ,  >.  .^w..M<<  r....ort  the  Commission  of  Enquiry  reported  that  expanding 
i  !t  behind  by  the  German  troops  on  the  battle-fleld  at 

\^  ...^    :..ai   medical   reports  established   the   fact   that   Belgian 

x'  >d   been   wounded   by   oalls  of  this  kind.    The  Oerman   army 

in  Belgium  has  continued  to  use  these  prohibited  balls. 
lisstar   Baudoin   ran   de   Kerdiore,  8rd   Lancers,   depoees  that 
a  I  iiad   been   wounded   by   two  Oerman   bullets  at   the  combat  of 

Ormitael  (10th  August,  1914),  the  Germans  maltreated  him  in  spite  of  his 
injuries.  One  of  them  took  his  carbine  from  his  hand,  whirled  it  round 
his  hea<l,  and  inflicted  a  violent  blow  on  his  ribs  with  it.  A  second 
German,  Mwing  that  he  was  still  alive,  fired  on  him  from  a  distance  of 
only  BIX  feet;  luckily  for  him  the  bullet  only  inflicted  a  gracing  woond 
on  bis  abdomen. 

A  cyclist-rifleman,  who  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Germans  in  this  same 
combat  was  found  hansed  in  a  hedce.  We  have  sereral  witneesss  to 
tK  iunong  th«n  the  priest  of  the  Tillage,  who  took  charge  of  the 

I  :  the  oorpee. 

T  nth  Freneh  soldiers,  wounded  on  the  previous  night  at  the 
I  'fit,   were   found   with    their   skulb   hattered    in    by    blows 

Willi   fiiiniMHj   rifles. 

On  Aagoat  38rd,  at  Namur,  German  soldiers  moved  their  own  woupded 
frooi  the  prirate  hospital  of  Dr.  Bribosia,  whidi  was  used  as  a  drsssing> 
slatioB,  but  killed  two  Belgian  and  two  Frsooh  wounded  nan  who  had 
been  tended  there.    They  tMa  set  the  hospital  on  ire. 

On  3Mi  August,  at  Holstaede,  near  Malinee,  a  Belgiaa  riiemaa  left 
slightly  wooaded  was  iaished  off  with  blows  from  the  batts  of  rifles,  whieh 
soMshed  in  bis  slrall. 

T«.Mit\  two  soldiers  of  the  same  corps  were  found  dead  in  a  little  wood 
1  ^  >;ht  of  the  road  from  Italines.  to  TeraeoM,  aear  Baarbeek. 

h  ,  h..m  bad  been  killed  by  bayonet  thrasis  in  Ibe  fnee;  tb^ 

ha<i  ».iiilt  t  wouads,  hot  those  were  not  dangerous,  <mif  Mfleieai  lo 
pr<  \-tit  them  from  esoapisg.  But  the  four  remaining  BelgiaM,  who  bad 
t.ital  bullet  wooads,  bora  so  traees  of  the  bayoaet. 

•  >ii  aStb  Aogwl.  at  the  eombat  ia  the  a^gbboorbood  of  Sempst,  Ibe 
»..l.i..r  Lootaas,  of  the  i4tb  of  the  Liae,  who  was  obarced  lo  akl  tbe 
atnlxilaaoe  staff  ia  eanyiag  off  tbe  wouaded,  fouad  two  Belgiaa  ooq^esa 
Ixauiii  to  a  tree.  Those  SMdiers  ware  stUl  weariag  their  foil  eooipmsat; 
tin  ir  coats  were  torn  opea,  aad  il  was  elear  that  tbey  bad  beaa  oayoaalM 
I  n  the  sloauMb  I  Ibeir  eatrails  were  protrodiag  from  tbe  woaadi. 
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On  the  •-»'  Ht.  at  4  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  a  Red  Cnam  uurae, 

vho  was  kx"  <r  th«  wounded  at  Epoeghem.  taw  a  Belgian  aoldier, 

who  had   been  •liMbtlj   wounded   in   the  lower   part  of   the   face,   being 
ftniahcd  off  bj  a  German  soldier  with  blows  on  the  head  from  the  butt 

of  his  ri6e.  „.       .  ...  _^ 

The  cokmel  oommanding  the  2nd  Chaueurt  d  Cheval  sUtee  in  bis  report 
of  September  17th.  1014.  that  Trooper  Richard  Baeohelandt,  of  his  regi- 
ment, is  entered  as  haTins  been  kuled  hj  the  Germans  during  a  reoon- 
naisance  carried  out  on  September  0th.  Evidence  showed  that  he  had 
been  found  with  his  hands  lashed  together  with  a  leather  strap.  He  had 
evidentlj  been  first  wounded,  then  captured,  then  finished  off  with  a 
bayonet  thrust  in  the  stomadi.  The  marks  of  the  strap  on  his  wrists 
were  still  visible  when  Dr.  Leman  saw  the  corpse. 

On  nth  September,  1914,  Joseph  Ixjuis  Burm.  private  in  the  24th  of 
the  Line,  deposed  Uiat  he  was  raptured  by  the  GermaiiK  iieai  AerM-hot. 
and  that  his  captors,  to  compel  him  to  answer  questions,  pluuKed  his 
hands  into  a  saucepan  of  boiling  water.  The  regimental  surgeon  of  the 
eorpe,  Thone,  bears  witness  that  Burm's  hands  showed  traoes  of  having 
been  scalded.  This  soldier  states  that  two  others  of  his  comrades  were 
also  tortured.  One  of  them,  who  had  offered  resistance,  was  seised  and 
held  by  the  arms  and  less  while  his  head  was  twisted  round  till  death 
foUowMl.     The  second  had  one  of  his  fingers  chopped  off. 

Abb^  Van  Crombruggen  makes,  on  27th  October,  the  following  deposi- 
tion :  — 

"On  20th  October,  1914,  after  the  German  attack  on  the  bridge 
of  Dixmude.  at  about  S  o'clock  in  the  morning,  I,  the  undersigned, 
along  with   the  other  witnesses  whose  names  are  appended   to  this 

faper.  made  the  following  discovery.  The  body  of  Sub-Lieutenant 
amille  Poncin  (of  the  2nd  Company,  3rd  Battalion.  12th  of  the 
Line)  was  found  in  a  posture  indicating  by  every  evidence  that  he 
had  been  executed  by  snooting.  He  had  been  put  in  bonds  by  lueani* 
of  a  coil  of  iron  wire,  wound  some  10  times  round  his  legs  from  the 
level  of  the  ankles.  This  operation  completed,  the  victim  had  been 
shot,  whether  in  a  standing  or  a  kneeling  position.  His  body,  witli 
the  head  thrown  far  backward,  was  lying  on  its  back:  the  knees 
were  soiled  with  mud,  the  heels  were  underneath  the  body.  The 
unhappv  officer  must  have  sunk  on  his  knees  when  falling  backward, 
unless  he  was  made  to  kneel  before  the  volley  was  fired.  Tn  his 
breast  were  the  marks  of  many  bullets,  very  evident. 

"  (Signed)        F.  Van  Crombbiocbn. 

"  Chaplain  of  the  12th  of  the  fiine. 

"Witnesses: — Jacques  Mathieu,  Henri  Dreessen,  Mathietl  Boers, 
Theodore  Jodogne,  all  soldiers  of  the  12th  of  the  Line." 

WitnessM  attest  that  on  26th  August.  1914.  the  German  assaulting 
eolomns  in  the  combat  of  Schiplaeken.  near  Hofstaede.  were  preoeded 
by  a  white  flag;  that  on  4th  September,  on  the  road  from  Liorre  to 
Aersdiot,  German  soldiers  made  use  of  a  white  flag  in  order  to  entrap 
a  Belgian  officer  making  a  reconnaissance  in  an  armed  motor-car;  that 
on  3SSi  August,  at  Hon  them  and  Eppe^em,  and  on  17th  September,  at 
Mevwe,  the  Germans  hoisted  the  Red  Cross  flag  on  houses  occupied  by 
their  troops,  and  on  a  barrack  where  they  had  parked  their  artillery. 

"  T\e  Living  ShieUU.'* 

On  the  S8rd  August,  at  the  bridge  of  Lives,  opposite  Bies,  the  Germans 
plaoed  women  and  children  at  tibe  head  of  their  attacking  column.  Both 
women  and  children  were  brought  down  by  the  Belgian  fire. 

At  very  many  places  in  Hainanlt  the  Germans  made  civilians,  men  and 
women,  march  in  front  of  their  columns.  For  example,  at  Marchienne 
a  German  column  drove  in  front  of  it  a  crowd  of  several  hundred  civilians. 
It  was  marching  on  Montigny-Ie-Tilleul,  where  the  first  serious  collision 
with  French  troops  took  place. 
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ASout  •  thouiand  of  tbr  til*  of  Wjgma*!,  men,  woomb,  aBif 

chilfin-B.   WITT  f«omp«"?I«tl   u-  >i«  Ocniuui  troQ^  for  s  poriod  of 

•"•111"-   '  'ing  wa*  ta  progrvM.  

<  *ti  -  Rrpe.  a  German  rblainn  of  from  SOO  to  800  ■•■ 

W4U  attack  >rtMd  inotor-«ar.    Tbo  Oomuuia  wmmd  in  tlio 

houM  of  t  >  or  SS  BOB  osd  ImIb,  iadnding  ooo  boj  of 

'  <  m  acroH  the  high  rood.    Two  lada  woro 
M  t.     The  oceapoBts  of  the  armed  motor, 

•••«•  II.  *  in  front  of  then,  eeawd  their  fire. 

t   he  beard  an  ortiw  ^TOB  that  all 
nntinoed  their  ire« 

"  Rfcgl— It  CoBoerBmat 

i.. ...     which  raUte  to  Bonberd* 

V  open  and  andefended  pleoM  have 


On 


bx 


EIGHTH  RKPORT. 


.'.<,—  ..   .:caJs  with   the  Province  of  Belcian  Luxtmhourg,  the  least 
populated  of  the    Kingdom,    vtth   2X2,500  inhahitanti.) 

IxcBiaiUBiaM. 

The  Northern  part*  of  the  Proriaoe  have  heoB  MBerallj  req>eotod. 
Ob  the  other  hand,  two  regioaa  in  the  wath  of  the  ProriBoe  h«ve  beoB 
eoouplelely  deraatated.  The  irat  of  theee  regioBa  tBcIodea  the  Ttllncaft 
of  Porehereaae,  Ifaiaain.  Anlor,  Villance,  Fremont,  Ochamp,  JehoariUe, 
Offafpie,  Aaaenoia,  Ac.  The  other  region  includes  all  Uie  oonunnnea  in  the 
tnnnKle  between  a  line  drawn  from  Florenrille  to  Virton,  from  Virtoa 
•<t  liaHar.  and  froon  Habar  to  Florenrille. 

^'      '  -    wn  up  rough  atatistica  of  the  hooaea  burnt  in  eeeh  of 


t  lea,  %•!«.  :  — 

Neufrh&ti'au 

Rtalle  ... 

Hoodenont 

Rullea 

Anaart 

Tinti^y 

Lea  BoOea 
Mejea... 

RoaiagBol 

Moa^r  la  VUle 

Bertrix 

Bleid 

Sigaeux 

Bthe     ... 

BeDefontaiii* 

Muaaon 

Baraoxx 

tM.  1>K'  r 


Mnkmn 
VillBBoe 
ABlojr  . 

T'h  *••    fitfun-v    .Iff    lot 


21  hotiaee  burnt. 
30        .. 

'**        »»  »» 

Hnif  the  houaaa  deetroyed  bj  Are. 
\  illage  eompletely  burnt. 
(July  8  hooaco  atall  standing. 
Half  the  Tillage  deetroyed. 

ft  i> 

i:.'  Iionaaa  deetroyiid. 
\  lilaga  eatirelj  burnt. 
'JO  hMMea  barat. 
IS  hoooM  deatroyad. 
Great  part  of  village  deetroyed. 

»t  •»  •» 

Hni'-aiztha  of  the  village  burnt. 
<'  iiouaee  burnt. 
M..lf  the  Tillage  dartfwyed. 
(>><i%-  4  hoaaaa  raoMiiaiaK. 
Kumt. 
luie  burnt 
■   •'  boti*i-»   iHjrnt 


durinfc 
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Exmotmmn. 
In  a  great  number  of  Tillages  the  German  iroofM  gave  thetoMlvM  m 


to  veritable  exeeationa  en  wumm€.    The  number  of  men  ehot 
proTinoe  is  over  1.000.     The   folloiring  figures  relate  to  cert 
only :  — 


•get 


Nenfchitean 

Vance 

EUUe 

HondemoDt 

Tintigny 

Iiele    .. 

Roeii^ol 

Bertrix 

Ethe 

Belief ontai  IK 
Latour... 
8t.  Lfger 
Maiaain 

Vtllanoe 
Anioj   ... 
Claire  use 


IR  shot. 


-1      ,. 

.Vbout    300    persona    shot, 
missing. 

1  man  shot. 

Only  17  men  surviving  in 
11  shot. 

10  men,  1  woman  and  1  v-- 
2  men  and  2  women 

2  men  shot;  I  young  giu  v 
•52  men  and  women  wot. 

2  men  shot ;  2  men  hung. 


680    in    all 


About  111  persons  of  the  Communes  of  Ethe  and  Roasignol  were  publicly 
ahot  at  Arlon.  Some  days  later  eight  persons  from  neighbouring  com- 
munes were  executed  there.  A  police  officer  at  Arlon,  named  I^mpereur. 
waa  ahot  without  trial,  on  a  trifling  accusation,  which  was  afterwards 
diaoorered  to  be  unfounded. 


NINTH  REPORT. 


At  9.16  a.m.  the  German  army  began  to  shell  Termonde,  and  sooa 
afterwards  it  entered  the  town  by  the  Rue  de  I'Egliae,  the  Rue  de  Malines, 
and  the  Rue  de  Bruxellea.  German  troops  advanced  to  the  Civil  Hospital, 
and  there  arreated  aa  hoatages  Dr.  Van  Winckel,  President  of  the  Red 
Croas  Association,  who  waa  attending  to  the  wounded,  and  also  the 
Rev.  M.  Van  Poucke,  the  Chaplain,  and  M.  C^r  Schellokens,  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  United  Civil  Hospitals.  They  were  taken  to  the  centre  of  the 
place,  accompanied,  by  various  townsmen,  who  were  arrested  on  the  way 
-thither. 

Meanwhile  the  soldiery  were  pillaging  cellars  and  the  shops  of  oon- 
fectionem.  bakers,  grocers,  and  spirit  merchants.  The  window  frames 
gave  w  '  r  the  accumulated  maas  of  bottles. 

One  under  a  captain,  burst  into  the  offices  of  the  "  Dender 

Central  iianK,  a  private  company,  and  searched  them  from  end  to  end. 
Soon  after,  a  special  squad  entered  the  bank  and  blew  open  the  safe  in 
the  room  of  the  manager,  from  which  2,400  franca  were  taken.  They  then 
forced  the  wrought-iron  gate  of  the  bank  cellar,  which  contained  the  boxes 
deposited  by  private  customers.  But  there  was  a  second  door  to  the 
«eilar  which  resisted  their  burglarious  efforts.  It  was  only  the  great 
solidity  of  this  structure  which  preserved  the  private  safea  below. 

Meanwhile,  General  Von  Boehn  was  posing  for  his  photograph  on  the 
atairs  of  the  Town  Hall. 

Next  day  (September  5th)  began  the  complete  destruction  of  the  town 
liy  fire,  under  the  direction  of  a  Major  von  Sommerfeld.  The  hospital 
waa  not  spared:  it  was  drenched  with  petroleum  and  set  alight.  The 
aick,  wounded,  and  old  people  were  carried  out;  but  one  epiloptir  man 
perished  in  the  blase. 
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AaassT  or  Civiuaxs,  Uvwmma,  Aire  ExBcmoift. 

Miiny  inhabiUaU  of  Labbeke,  Saint  Otlks,  Mud  Tannonde  ware  arrastwl 
bv  the  Ocrman  troopa,  aad  Mai  off  to  Oaraaay.  Tha  pariah  priaat  af 
L«bbeka.  bia  rqimta,  tha  eoauaaaal  aaeraUiy,  tha  Dotary,  and  about  4S0 
other  poople  from  tha  abora-Banad  plaeaa,  wara  iataraad,  parti j  at  tha 
camp  of  Scluu.  partly  at  tha  camp  at  Mttaatcr.  Daring  tha  whola  of 
their  joiirnay,  and  for  the  first  part  of  thair  impriaonmant,  thaj  vara 
treated  tn  a  moat  odious  fashion.  While  on  the  march  thraa  of  tbaaa, 
aihanatarl  br  hunger,  tried  to  turn  off  from  tha  road:  they  vara  at  ooaa 
p...  *»  'Vath — two  were  baTonated,  tha  third  vaa  throvn  dovn  on  tha 
c  A  olobbed. 

;„....,.  tiTo  paople  of  Lebbaka  and  St.  Gillea  were  murderad  by  tha 
Ciarmana  on  thair  ovn  laada.  Excepting  four  man  (Hartogh,  Vaa 
Maldaren,  de  Boekh,  and  Maanaart).  all  vara  killtnl  by  blova  from 
baToaata,  picks,  or  hatchata.     Most  of  tham  vara  a<  d  that  it  vaa 

only  powihIi>  to  identify  thair  bodiea  br  tha  obiaota  f<  ihem.    Twelve 

nu<n  'bake,  had  all  taken  refuge  in  taa  fans  of  Octave  Verhulst: 

thi>y  1   tcMrether  and  led  to  the  back  of  tha  farm,  where  they 

n.r.  murdered.  Their  bodiea  were  all  throvn  into  the  aame  traadi. 
.-^i\  iiH'u  at  St.  Gilles  (Achilla  Raye,  Alphonse  Van  Damme,  Proaper  Van 
I)<>«rt>n,  Kmest  De  Kinder.  Kmest  De  Stobdaare,  Fraafoia  Mertens)  were 
tMvi  arm  tn  arm  and  conducted  to  Lebbaka.  Tha  Garmana  put  out  their 
ey*t>  killed  them  vitb  their  bayonets.     Three  others  (Van  Weyen- 

Yv<re  in  Damme,  Francois  Moens)  vera  killed  by  sabre  cuts  on 

o  presence  of  their  wives  and  children, 
ints  of  Termonde  wore  killed  at  the  time  of  the  entry  of 
tbe    (Jermaris.        One    inhabitant   of    Appela,    named    Theophile  Van    den 
Boaseha,  vas  brought  dovn  by  a  revolver  shot :  another,  aaaad  Wauters, 
vas  voanded  by  a  rifle  bullet. 

On  September  4th,  the  day  of  the  attack  on  Termonde,  aiz  German 
infaatrynan  fired  tvice,  from  a  distance  of  five  yarda  only,  on  Dr.  F. 
Hamarark  and  on  his  porter,  thoa^  both  vere  veering  the  armlet  with 
the  Had  Croaa.  The  porter  died  five  days  latar — hia  wound  waa  made 
by  an  ezploaive  bullet,  which  struck  him  in  the  upper  thigh.  The  wound 
was  two  and  a  half  inches  broad  where  the  ball  entarad,  and  three  inches 
at  tt«  exit.  The  examination  of  this  wound  vaa  made  by  thraa  sargaoaa, 
at  the  ambulance  set  up  in  V^ertongen's  factory-  A  third  volley  was 
fired  at  Dr.  Uamareyk  after  hia  porter  had  fallen 

Rs-ooccPATioM  or  Tnicoimi  bt  tbb  Bbloiax  Tnoora. 
(10th  September,  1914.) 

When  Termonda  vaa  re-occupied  by  the  Balgiana  nev  atrocities  took 

j>1a'^-      l>iir  ri{;  the  fighting,  some  German  aoldiers,  andar  an  officer,  com- 

j"-n- -!  I'  '   -   !i.in«  tn  march  in  front  of  them  on  the  road  to  Saint  Gilles: 

re  UiduM  and  two  young  ghrU]    At  St.  Gillea,  a 

.  five  bayonet  thrusts  in  the  abdoman  vas  Htd  up 

ici&cd)   to  a  door — his  ri^t  hand  bound  to  tha  door  handle, 

the  baU-pnU. 

da  Rijkan,  a  stoker  of  Tamoada,  vas  bayoaatad  ia  tha  presaaoa 


TENTH    REPORT. 


From   Ihf    f     '  /As  Gfrman  omiv 

thf    Hrlijtan    j  it   »*>»fht    in  f*r"' 

^  rf  iJf      if     ijf  '  ' 

«\  i.  '  h    a   (M<rti 


.1? 

Il<    .  I  I   .       -    '  !.,■       .'   I  :  I,.  ■I.-'  1   I  •  ,  -     t  li.i  ;      111'     s.i  \\     .1     Ix.iJV 

Ot    '  -.■■!     tlir..:i.'l.     til.-    .      j       !.,-;a,.-m     '.•■■•.■^     KliTnli    and 

CliioMK-iiiiii  •.(!   ■'.■     til. -Ill     ni.iii\      tnili.'  '  ■'     ■      hiui 

pickml  up  <.'  V  i\      11      ;  .t  ih.  i;i  Ii.kI  tlifir  h;i  ..-ir 

bnrkjt.     An<-...<.  n   >.!.■  to  lu.tnh  in  th<*  nii<.w..   <.,    ,,,.    ^>,,„mn; 

it   inrliuled   an   •>!.!   ;      i,  -<>    \.:irH  of   >if(e.    whum   two  companionH   had 

literally  to  drag  ;tli>ii^. 

Part  of  them.  men.  women,  and  children,  were  forced  to  q>ead  the 
night  on  the  bridge  over  the  Sambre.  in  order  that  the  French  might  h«> 
iireventtHl  from  lM*nibarding  it.  Othen«  were  nuahed  forwiird  towanl  the 
French  firing  line:  among  these  were  the  prietit  in  charge  of  the  Free 
School,  an  old  man  of  64.  and  three  younger  eccle«iaNtic«.  On  the 
following  morning  our  witnetts,  who  waa  under  arrest  himself  in  another 
group  of  "  hoatagea."  noticed  eight  nuns  stationed  on  the  bridge,  to 
preserve  it  against  att«>mptM  at  dewtruction. 

At  Tamines,  n  witnew>,  who  was  looking  on  from  a  window,  saw  the 
oombut  l>etween  French  and  Cierman  trotips  along  the  line  of  the  Hambre: 
he  noticed  that  the  Ctermnns  thrust  some  civilians  before  them  across  the 
bridge.  When  the^e  unfortunate  |ieople  tried  to  save  themselves  by 
slipping  int4i  the  fintt  houses  )>eyond  the  bridge,  the  Germans  fired  on 
them,  and  several  ran  mortally  wounded  into  the  very  house  in  which 
the  witnesit  wuk  standing,  and  died  there. 

At  Tournai.-  nK  another  witness  informs  us,  the  German  troops  made 
their  entry  on  August  24th,  sheltering  themselves  behind  several  ranks 
of  civilians.  Before  Malines  our  witncaoco,  who  had  previously  l)een 
arrested,  taken  to  Germany,  and  then  brought  back  to  the  neighlNturhood 
of  Brn—els,  were  led  to  the  canal.  i>ehind  which  lay  the  Helginn  trcKips. 
The  idea  was  that  the  Belgians  would  let  them  approach,  and  that  the 
Germans,  following  on  their  heels,  would  get  forward  without  low*. 

This  method  was  not  oidy  used  by  bodies  of  troops  in  regular  order  of 
march  but  by  mere  patrols.  A  witness,  who  was  trying  to  return  to  his 
village  after  the  i>econd  iKimbardment  of  Malines,  met  six  German  soldiers 
who  were  bringing  along  as  prisoners  five  young  girbt.  Our  witness  was 
also  arrested  and  taken  on.  On  arriving  at  a  road  along  which  a  company 
of  Belgian  infantry  was  in  prmition.  the  Germans  placed  the  girls  in  front 
of  them,  in  order  to  prevent  the  Belgians  from  firing  on  the  party. 

By  evidence  from  several  cjuarters  we  have  learnt  that  the  number  of 
civilian  prisoners  interned  in  Germany — men.  women,  and  children — was 
lar^e.  Numerous  refugees  have  detailed  to  us  the  circtinistances  under 
which  they  were  sepnrate<i  from  members  of  their  families.  Some,  after 
having  l»een  arre^te«l  withftut  any  cause,  and  marched  aliout  for  several 
days  undergoing  treatment  of  odious  brutality  and  cruelty.  succeede<l  in 
aacaping.  Others  were  taken  off  to  Germany,  where  they  were  exposed 
to  insults  and  maltreatment,  and  then  were  brought  back  t<>  ni-lL'iiim 
and  turned  loose  at  some  chance  spot  in  the  fields.     Ever  a  liae 

l>een    a   sj-^item   in  vogue   by   which   great    numlwrs   of    in':  hole 

families,  and  even  the  whole  population  of  a  hamlet  or  a  village — have 
been  made  prisoners  <n  nuiMr,  under  some  mere  pretext.  «»r  for  no  reason 
at  all. 

In  many  place*  theae  prisoners,  whether  styled  "  hoetagea  "  or  maraly 
driven  together  like  a  flock  of  sheep,  were  divide<I  into  two  groups. 
Nearly  all  the  men  were  separated  from  the  women,  and  then  (in  almost 
every  case)  a  proptirtion  of  the  men  were  set  aside  to  l>e  shot.  We  shall 
deal  lat^r  in  our  Report  with  this  particular  methfKl  of  violating  the  LawK 
of  War.  But  the  impris<inment  of  unarmed  and  inoffensive  civilians 
seems  to  constitute  a  separate  grievance.  This  system  of  imprisonment 
is  inexplicable  by  any  motive  that  can  l»e  avowed.  The  Commission  has 
receive<l  evidence  at  great  length  concerning  the  cases  at  Aersc-hot  and 
Louvain.  Additional  witneases  ha%-e  Cf>nfirmed  the  testimony  already 
collected.  It  appears  to  l>e  unnecessary  to  set  forth  once  more  what 
happened  at  those  places. 

Eapeciallv  hard  wa«  the  lot  of  certain  "  hostages  "  who  were  arrestetf 
in  many  piaces  in  order  to  secure  the  delivery  of  war  contributions  abso- 
lutely  disproportionate   to  the   resources   of    the   localities   on    which   ther 


iinpOMd.      Thf  hi^h  militarv    .mthi'rn  ii->   «li.i  i.r<l.T.-.|  tli.-ir    ,-iit.-.t    )i.i»f 
BO  ragard  for  ag*  i»r  for  rank.     Thi    rmrrut'l-    Hnh-i,  ../  T"ur/ini     .iri    .M 
BAB  aad  an  invalid,    iro*  tkxtt   up  fur  fit'    ■Im/i   .it    Ath,  tn  a    ri<i 
pUur    »Iifrt>  }u«  had  only  a  niattreaa  to  lie  uimjii,  and  no  food  s.w- 
cvrt.i  brought  him.    Our  witB—  waa  aiam  of   tli-  'in 

|U1III' 

Massacbm. 

At    Burkeii  the  maMacre  took   plac«  king  after  that   haeilot  had  baaa 

tHx-upiad  by   tha  GanaaB  troops.    Th«y  hMl  baao  lUTUig  thara  for  tan 

da,v«.  and'tha  paaio  rtriekan  inhabitanta  had  baaa  doMK  their  baal  to 

kavp  than  in  good  tawpw  hy  avarj  po—ibia  maang.    Ob  ▲ogaai  S9th  tha 

man  ware  all  arraatad  and  lad  to  a  maadow,  with  thair  handa  tiad  bahiBd 

thMf  backs.    Ulan,  aooordiag  to  tha  aridanoa  of  tba  witBaaa  who  daacribad 

the  acMm  to  OS,  eigktttm  aMB  ware  tkoi,  iBolodiBg  aa  oU  bibb  of  70  aad 

),,.  tKr««.  aoB*.    Thar  vara  asaeotad  in  tk*  pntmu*  a/  tk^ir  wtvaa  mmd 

Before  the  voUaj  was  irad,  aa  oAcar  raad  oot  a  aort  of  aaBtaaca 

in  which  it  waa  dadarad  thai  oaa  aiaa  was  accoaad  of  baiac  ia 

II  of  a  biK>k  baloagiBg  to  a  Garmaa  aoUiar.    Thia  book  had  mbb 

■h.-  Mjldier  in  tha  hooaa  whara  ha  had  baaa  qoartarad  for  tha 

Aaothar  Bian  waa  dadarad  to  hsTa  baan  fonad  oarrjiag 

man  nirtridga.    Tha  woaan,  in  tha  hopa  of  sariag  tha  bTsa 

I  to  call  nut,  "  long  live  Germany  and  tha  Kaiser." 

.!•«  over,  the  women  and  diildren  were  shut  up  in  a 

..kil  that  no  OBo  oonld  lie  down.    These  poor  folks  were 

two  days  aad  giran  aaither  food  nor  drink.     Meanwhile 

.u  »iu  (sutirdy  dasiroyad. 

.     .     There  had  certainly  been  a  deliberate  attempt  to  wreck 

The  scale  on  which  the  system  of  murder,  incenoiarism  and 

>rried  out.  with  a  greater  or  a  leas  anxiunt  of  rigour  and  aaal, 

the  character  of  the  men  of  the  different  regiments.    One  wii- 

I  us  that  certain  German  soldiers,  expressing  their  r^rat  for 

mmitted.  said  to  aoaia  Balcian  wobmb,  "  Don't  cry— we 

larter  of  what  we  waratolclthat  wa  au^t  do."    Aaothar 

~ .>  ••    nt  the  massacre  of  Surice,  he  saw  oaa  young  aoldiar 

arci  •'  copious  tears  ran  down  his  uniform. 

<  •  *"  hare  h«srd  from  certain  witaaaaas  of  caaas  of 

iiittad   by   Gannan  aoldiars   which   are  b^yoBd 

hov    ware,   thay  saeaaad   to   us  to   aierit   lass 


.iloyad  by  tha  Ganaan  army  for  terrorising. 
,^  ^    ^    I.  weak  nation,  whoaa  only  offeace  was  that 

It  strora  to  remain  faithful  to  the  Isws  of  honour. 


ELEVENTH    REPORT. 


lactanrra  at  Namcb. 

On  August  31st.  1914.  tha  Germaaa  hoaihBffda4  tha  town  of  Namar. 
without  siiy  prrviouA  nutioa  giran.  Tha  boihaitiniant  bagaa  at  about 
1  p.m.  and  roiitinuiMl  for  twenty  minutes. 

The  (ferman  troops  penetrated  into  tha  town  of  Namur  oa  Aogart  SSrd. 
abf>ut  4  p.m. 

On   th  -•—    --     •   iianrad;    oflkwrs  aad  soldiars   ra^aiaitioaad 

food   St.  than  soawtiaies  with  ooiaad   aioaay,  awra 

often  »i  ..   ..-, ^ *.;... ...tea.     Moat  of  tha  latter  ware  bogoa  dooa> 

ment*.  hut  the  towwpaopla  ware  tmstful  aad  imtoraat  of  tha  OarsMB 
language,  and  so  aceaptad  tham  vHhout  aakiag  dilSrutiie« 

Matters  weat  on  ia  the  saaa  way  oa  AagoSt  •  lock  in  tha 

•Vi>niii|;.     At   that    hour   shooting   stiddenly   bags>>  '|tinrt<>r»  of 
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thif  tunn,  and  German  infantry  ii-«r«  seen  adrancing  in  Kkirini>'  i'*r 

donn    the    principal  atreetK.     Almost  at   tha  same    moment    w  -.•» 

culiimn  of  Kmuke  and  fire  waa  aeao  riain^  from   the  cent 

the  plac«:    the  Germans  had  fired  houaea  m  the  Place  d'A 

other  Bpota,   the  Place   Leopold,    Rue   Rogier,    Uue  St.    Niculus    .mU    the 

Avenue  de  la  Plante. 

All    waa   now   panic   among   the   peaceable  and   defencdeaa   t 
thi<  Germans  be^an   breaking  <i|M<>n   front  doora  with  the  butt 
rifle*,  and  throwing  incendiurv  matter  into  the  v    ♦-'■-'-<      Six   u»fiuTs 
in  the  Kue  Rogier,  who  were  dying  from  their  l>  iiHt<s.  were  shot 

on  their  own  dooratepe.     The  rest  of  the  inhrtl.ii.  ,       ..■    iiii«  s' •    ■■'•re 

forced  to  a%'oid  a  similar  fate  bv  escaping  thi  >  uli    their   ha*  s. 

Many  of  them  were  in  their  niglit-clotnea,  fui  ihtty  hud  not  tl.<  .....*  to 
dress  or  to  pick  up  their  money. 

In  the  Hue  St.  Nicolas  several  workmen'a  dwdlings  were  set  on  fire, 
and  a  larger  number,  together  with  some  wood-yards,  were  bnmed  in  the 
Avenue  (Ii>  la  Plante. 

The  «  'in    in    the  Place  d'Armes   continued    till  Thursday.     It 

destroy**'.  ah    Hall,    with   its   archives   and    pictures,    the   adjafi-nt 

«t>up  ol    I'.ii^.-     .iiicl  the   whole  quarter   Ixitinded  by    the   Rue  du      ' 
tile  Kue  <li-s    Mias^^ciirh,   and   the   Rue   Bailly,    with  the  exception    < 
H6tel  des  Quatre  FiU  Aymon. 

No  serious  attempt  wan  made  to  prevent  the  fire  from  Bprenrlitu        \ 
its  commencement  (Mime  of  the  townspeople  came  out  at  the  app 
Fire-Uell,   hut  they  were  forbidden  to  stir  from  their  houses, 
of  the  Fire  Brigade,  though  the  balU  were  whistling   round   hiui, 
far  as  the  site  of  the  disaster:  but  an  officer  arrested  him  in  the 
d'Armes,  and  then,  acting  under  the  ordci  '  i>  superior,  sent  him  away 

under  an  escort.  • 

The  Germans,  with  the  object  of  justityiug  their   )• 
that  shotA-had    l>een   fired   afrainst  their   troops  on   tli 
Kvery   circumstaii'       '  tes   the   absurdity   of   tl 

JMXta|>oitition   of   '  and  the  sequence  of  ' 

lead  t<i  the  coiuiiiMiMi  lu-.n  tiie  incidents  at  Namur  ui-n-  <i<in" 
prepared,  and  merely  formed  part  of  the  general  system  of  ter' 
which  was  habitually  practi.Hed  by  the  German  Army  in  Belgium. 

Fifteen  days  back  tne  people  of  Namur  had  given  over  to  the  Belgian 
Authorities  all  the  firearms  that  they  {MisKefised.  Thev  had  b^en  informed 
by  Official  Notices  as  to  the  tenor  of  the  Laws  of  ^i\'ar.  ami  bad  Iteen 
invited  by  the  Civil  and  Militmv  Vniborities,  by  the  Clergy  and  the 
Preas,   to   take   no   part   with  t'  'rentB.      The   Belgian    trcxips  had 

evacuated  the  town  36  hours  \»  ■  conflagration.     The  peojde.   even 

if  they  had  poaaeased  weapons,  would  not  have  been  so  insane  as  to  rise 
and  assail  the  mnwcs  of  (ierman  troops  who  crowded  the  town  and 
occupied  all  its  approaches.  And  how  can  anyone  account  for  the  strange 
fact  that,  at  all  the  five  points  at  which  the  alleged  rising  waa  suppoaed 
to  have  broken  out,  the  Germans  were  found  in  possession  of  the  incendiary 
aubatances  which  were  required  for  the  prompt  burning  of  the  place? 

The  disorder  which    followed    helped    the  pillage   in    which   the  G. 
Army  habitually  engages.     In  the  Place  d'Armes  houses  were  thor. 
sacked    before    they    were  set    on    fire.     In    the  quarter    by    the   Gat«  ol" 
St.    Nicolas  the  inhabitants,   when   they   returnea  to  their   homes,  found 
that  evenrthing  had  been  plundered :  in  one  caae  a  safe  had  been  broken 
up  and  l/.OOO  franca  worth  of  securities  had  disappeared. 

On  the  aubaequent  days,  though  things  wero  comparatively  qm  •• 

continued.     In  aeveral  houses  where  German  oflBcers  were  qiiai  l<* 

furniture  waa  broken  up,  and  wine  and  underclothing  (even  female  uuder- 
cliithingV  waa  stolen. 

Our  witneasea  have  detailed  to  us  aeveral  ouira^  on  wom/»n.     In  one 
caae  we  hare  eridenoe  concerning  the  rape  of  a  girl  by  four  aoldient.     A 
Belffian  quartermaster  of  Gendarmea  aaw  the  daughter  of  the  i 
of  the  hotel  in  which  he  waa  ataying  outraged  by  two  Germai 
without  being  able  to  intervene  for  her  protection,  at  4  o'cbx  k  in   iii» 
morning. 
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Manj  inhabiUinU  nf  Nnmtir  p«ralMd  during  tba  fir*  and  tb*  ftuiUd*. 
SooM  agad  paopla  «•  n  th»  burning  housaa:   othvra  wera  kiUad  ia 

th«»  •(traala,  or  thai  ..wn  dwallings.     In  all.  75  civiliana  pariahad 

of  theao  wav^  ..i  au..i!i<<r  on  th«  38H-34tli-9Gtli  August, 
inajr  mviiti<>ii     wit)i.>ii»   .i.'tailinK,   tba  arraak  of  hmtiagaa,   and  tha 
bn;-.  il  traaUneii'  ottngnialiad  inli  '         ^  of  tha  town 

wiTi'  •«xpaaad  dt.  Iia  Oaman  c>r< 

^  'in««   w«re   Miiij<<<-t«d  to  a   war 

<•  'i.(IOO>,    which    was    aftarwarda 

rrii  PI"!  u>  -i^  niiiii'  n  III. II  thtf  first  million  should  ba  paid 

within  94  hours.      I  a   privat«   bank  (th«   Bamjue  OtntrtU* 

Kelgvi  ware  confiM-ai«-<j  -  -'it ion  of   ita  directon'  tha  eoncaasion 

was  mada  that  tha  sum  S'  "Unt  towarda  the  war  contribution. 

Tlii»    immadia'"    •■"•■■•■  the    ♦■■••••    ~»«i    the   scene   of    manr 

Miiiil.ir  acta  of  part  of  t)  «  many  mansions  and 

\ill.L«   wara  sjsti '^'■•*     i    Namur  saw  his  own 

iiiriutiira  from  his  coun  >  the  rear  on  a  German  cart. 

Tlif  plunder  was  all  I'ftxt 

\x  Vtxlrin  a  boj  ^^  <1  to  have  in  his  poMaarion 

.in  'Mnitty   Oarman   '  _  .     '"^    priests  and   manbart  of 

religious  orders  were  shot  in  the  diocese  of  Namur. 

Massacsb  at  Tamiku. 

Taminea  was  a  rich  and  populous  village  of  5,700  inhabitants,  situatad 

•  <n  the  Sambro  between  Charleroi  nnd  Namur.     It  was  occupied  bv  detach* 

itk*>nt%  of  French  troops  on  the  1 7th,    18th,  and   19th  of  August  last.     On 

\  >■    ..J.v     tt<..  2(nh    August,   a  (;.«ri.,  .i.    patrol  appeared   in   front  of  tha 

ii«^.     It  was  ({reel'  i.t  fired  by  French  soldiers,  and 

..  ,_.:,.     .   rhe  Civic  Guardx  <  .    loi.     Several  L'hlans  were  killad 

and  woundad,  and  the  rest  fled.     The  peoplt*  of  the  village  came  out  of 

their  Iwuaaa  and  cried:    "  Vi%'e  la   Belgique !  "   "Vive  la  FrancS ! "     In 

•hability  it  was  this  incident  whicn  caused  tha  subsequent  maaaacra 

mtnaa. 

><'ina  time  afterwards  the  Germans  arrived  in  force  at  tha  hamlet  of 

.\lioix.       They  there   burnt   two  houses   and   made   all    tha   inhabitAnta 

priv'iicirs.     An  artillerr  combat  broke  out  batwaao  tha  German  guns  poatad 

tt    \  ilainaa  and  at  Ailoux  and  the  French  gana  placed  in  a  battery  at 

ArMiiioat  and  at  Haroe-sur-H«ure. 

\'X>ut  6  o'clock   on   21st    .\tttrn«t.  the  Oarmana  carried  tha  bridge  of 
I  .tiutnsa,  croaaad  tba  River  ^  ind  began  dafiling  in  maaa  throofdi 

tlu<    traala  of  tha  village.     A)  look  tha  nMiramant  of  troopa  itoppM, 

•in  I   tha  aoldiars  panairatad  into  the  hoosat,  drora  out  the  inhahitanta, 
•u  t    theOMalvaa  to  sack   the  place,  and  than   burnt  it.     Tha   unfortunate 
|N«a«anta  who  stopped  in  the  village  wara  shot;  tha  rest  fled  from  their 
houMw.    Tha  greater  part  of  them  wara  arraatad  either  on  tha  night  <if 
-Mst  of   August  or  on  the  following  morning.    Pillage    >    *   ' 
lied   all  next  day  (93nd).     AlMiut  7  o'clock   in  the  e\' 
xind    (Saturdav)   a  gronp  of   between  400  and  4fiO  man.   incm 
jtraat«r  part  of  tha  tnhaoitanta  of  AUoux,  waa  oidlactad  in  fron 
Chnrch,  not  far  from  tha  bank  of  tha  Sambra.    A  Orr    -- 
opened  tirm  on  tham,  but  as  the  shooting  waa  a  alow  b< 

•'»—-'  •-  -f  ' "'■    t«  soon  Bwapt  off  all  th.' 

u  wera  oniy  wounded  m 

^...   „ .;: ,.  l....r  f.-.»     ........       Ti.... 

•  inwn.     Many  woundad 
ries  for  help  were  hear<!  .. 
r«  walked  up  to  such  unhappy  indi\  > 
■k  bayonet  thrust.     At  nignt  some  >' 
mg  away.     Others  put  an  end  to  their  own  pain  by  rolli' 
t  Wa  neighbouring  river. 
AU  thaaa  fact*  have  baett 
•nan  who  aocoaadad   in  eacsi 
Hiver  Saabra. 

t3M  0  a 


Next   <l.i\  .    SuihI.iv    tli«-    '2-Uii     .il...iit    •■    .1  I  i  .<  k    III    till-    iiimim;  "uht 

eartjr,    tijnj<i.>.tiiij;    nt    |>riv>iHis     made     in    the    vjll.i^.-    .iii<i     tin  ir- 

ood,  werv  brought  into  the  Square.  One  of  them  make*  tbt*  toiiMumg 
deposition :  — 

"  On  ranching  the  Square  the  first  thing  that  we  saw  was  a  mass  of 
bodies  of  dTiEnna  axtanding  orar  at  laast  40  yards  in  length  by  6  yards 
in  dapth.  Thajr  had  aTidantly  been  drawn  up  in  rank  to  be  shot.  We 
were  placed  bstore  this  range  of  oorpass,  and  were  convinced  that  we  too 
were  to  ba  abot. 

"  An  oOoer  then  came  forward  and  asked  for  volunteers  to  dig  tranohas 
to  bary  these  corpses.  I  and  my  brother-in-law  and  certain  others  offered 
ourMlvea.  We  were  conducted  to  a  neighbouring  fiald  at  the  side  uf  the 
Square,  where  they  made  ua  dig  a  trencn  16  yarda  long  by  10  broad  and 
S  daap.  Bach  recaived  a  afMMe.  While  we  were  digging  the  trenches 
aoldiars  with  fixed  bayoneta  gave  us  our  orders.  As  I  wss  much  fatigued, 
through  not  being  accustomed  to  digging,  and  being  faint  from  hunger, 
a  soldier  then  brought  me  a  lighter  spade,  and  afterwards  filled  a  bucket 
of  water  for  us  to  drink.  I  asked  him  if  he  knew  what  they  were  going 
to  do  with  US-  He  said  that  he  did  not.  By  the  time  that  the  trenches 
were  finished  it  waa  about  noon.  They  then  gave  ua  some  planks,  on 
which  we  placed  the  corpses  and  so  carried  them  to  the  trench.  I  recog- 
nised many  of  the  persons  whose  bodies  we  were  burying.  Actually, 
fathan  buried  the  bodiee  of  their  sons  and  sons  the  bodies  of  their  fathers. 
The  women  of  the  village  had  been  marched  out  into  the  Square,  and 
saw  ua  at  our  work.     All  round  were  the  burnt  houses. 

"  There  were  in  the  Square  both  soldiers  and  officers.  They  were 
drinking  champagne.  The  more  the  afternoon  drew  on  the  more  they 
drunk,  and  the  more  we  were  disposed  to  think  that  we  were  probably 
to  be  shot  too.  We  buried  from  350  to  400  bodies.  A  list  of  the  namsa 
of  the  victims  haa  been  drawn  up  and  will  have  been  given  to  you  (tha 
Commissioner). 

"  While  some  of  us  were  carrying  the  corpaea  Along  I  saw  a  caae  where 
they  ha4  stopped  and  called  to  a  German  doctor.  "Aey  had  noticed  that 
the*  man  whom  they  were  conve^ng  was  still  alive.  The  doctor  examined 
the  wounded  man  and  made  a  sign  that  he  waa  to  be  buried  with  the  rest. 
The  plank  on  which  he  was  lying  was  borne  on  again,  and  I  saw  the 
wounded  man  raise  his  arm  elbow^igh.  They  called  t*^)  the  doctor  again, 
but  he  made  a  gesture  that  he  was  to  go  into  the  trench  with  the  others." 

The  Germans  Durnt,  after  sacking  them.  264  houses  in  Tamines.  Many 
persons,  including  women  and  children,  were  burnt  or  stifled  in  their  own 
homes.  Many  others  were  shot  in  the  fields.  The  total  number  of  victima 
was  over  660. 

PlLLACB  AXI)    MaSSACMX   AT   ANDBKKB. 

The  first  contact  between  the  troops  and  the  people  was  quite  pacific. 
The  Germans  ordered  requisitions,  which  were  satisfied.  The  soldiers  at 
first  paid  for  their  purchases  and  for  the  drink  which  they  served  to  them 
in  the  Cafte.  Towards  the  evening  the  situation  began  to  grow  more 
strained.  Whether  it  waa  that  discipline  was  getting  relaxed,  or  that 
alcohol  commenced  to  produce  its  effect,  the  soIdierK  ceased  paying  for 
what  they  were  taking.  The  inhabitants  were  too  scared  to  reaist.  No 
friction  took  place  and  the  night  was  calm. 

On  Thursdav.  the  20th  August,  the  bridge  was  finished  nnd  the  troops 
defiled  throu^  the  town  in  great  numbers  in  the  direction  of  the  leipt 
bank  of  the  Ifeuae.  The  inhabitants  watched  them  passing  from  their 
houaae.  Suddenly,  at  6  o'clock  in  the  evening,  a  single  rifle  shot  was 
heard  in  the  street,  followed  immediately  by  a  startling  explosion.  The 
troops  halted,  their  ranks  fell  into  disorder,  and  nervous  men  fire^l  hap- 
haxard.  Presently,  a  machine  gun  waa  set  up  at  a  corner  and  commenced 
to  fire  against  the  housee,  and  later  a  cannon  dropped  three  shells  into 
the  town  at  three  different  points. 

At  the  first  rifle  shot  the  inhabitants  of  the  streets  through  which  the 
troops  were  defiling,  guessing  what  might  happen,  took  refuge  in  their 
cellars  or,  climbing  out  over  the  walls  of  their  gardens,  sought  refuge  in 
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the  iiMO  cuuntrj  ur  ia  disUuit  oalUn.  A  oartain  number  of  p«H>le  who 
would  not  or  could  not  mak*  thoir  momfm  war*  killod  in  thair  honaca 
br  abota  firwJ  from  the  atraet,  ur  in  aono  caaaa  by  aoldiara  who  burst  into 
their  dweUtjiA. 

Iinmadiatalj   aft«rwarda  oommMioad   the  pillage  of   the  booaaa  in  the 

|iriui  ipal  streeta  uf  the  Town.     Erery  window  abutter  sad  door  waa  broken 

in.     turiutore  waa  amaabed  and  thrown  out.    Tbeaoldiera  ran  down  into 

;{i..  . .  II*>.,  got  drunk  there,  breaking  the  bottlea  of  wine  that  they  could 

away.     Finally,  a  certain   number  of  houaea  were  aet  on  fire. 

■'   iiiutit   rifle  ahiMitin^   tirnk if    M-vi'r.iI   timaa.    The  terrified 

ri  their  celiarH. 

tho  'JUt    .^\l^u^I  the  morning,  the 

h  tht)    lowit,  (IriviuK  all  the  population 

.    wnmi*n.    nml   r-hildren  to  march  before 

riot  obey  with  anficieat 

iven  tliem  in  German, 

lioHii.      1  ■<  run  away  were  ahot. 

hat  I>r.  (  in  the  Oermaaa  aaamad 

!  spite,  waii  w  and  then  finiabed 

an  axe.     Hi>  ng  by  the  feet  for 

hmaker.   at-  .    lurtn,    who  had  lired  for 

waa  coming  '  houae  on  the  order  of  the 

.    on    hia   arm    his    iatii«T-in-law,   an   old   man   of   80. 

«•,   be  oould    not  hold  up   both   bb  handa.     A  aoldier 

-'^'^  struck  'him   with  an   axe  on  the  neck.     He  fell 

re  hi.H  own   dfmr.        Hia   wife  tried   to   bring   him 

— k   inUi  the  hoiute.  and  had  to  aaaiat  helplaaalT 

Wand.     A  aoldier  threatened  to  ahoot  her  with 

'l.-.r-Hill. 

n-was  beins  drivaa  towarda  the  Place 

ind  the  parafyaed  were  all  brought  there. 

i«n  on  \'  <s,  othera  pnabed  on  hand  carts,  others, 

i>   hy   thv  ;'>na.     The  men   ware  separated   from   the 

II,  then  all  were  aearcbed,  but  no  anna  were  found  on 

id    in    his   pocket  some  empty   cartridge  caaaa,    both 

He  waa  immediately  apprehended  and  aet  aaide. 

td  A  wounded  hand ;  Um  wound  waa  a  montb  old. 

\  part  becaoae  he  bad  in  hia  pocket  a  apanaar, 

weaiMin.     Another  auui  aaama  to  bara  baaa 
arr«;»  nia  contempt  and  rage  at  what  waa  going 

on  ruaeaee  of  tne  crowd  and  all  died  brarely. 

ill  the  order  of  tbeir  oflkers,  picked  ont  of 

II  who  vera  led  off    and  all  shot,  aoBM  along 

M  front  of  the  Police  Statioa. 

'  a  loag  time  ia  the  Place.    Aaaoac 

rad  a  ball  in  the  cheat,  aad 

the  grouad  wHb  blood  from 

"-  (Mtlliag  for  valar.    The 

help.    Oaa  aoldier  waa 

lib  watar-boMla.    Both 

Till^ul.    olber  aoldieiB 
sork   of   aack. 
liold  were  led 
of  them  were 
til    red'haired 
■  r   on    his   iac  ■    ferocity    ' 

K  '   an  Axe       \  '  »♦ 

\'      .-..,■    ■ 

t  !..■!;       •'■..■ 
«•  .. 

t  i 
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highljr  inMnitarT  ooik..;.  ...    ihe  day  were  a....^.-.^ 

to  bring  food  to  their  li'  :    them,   feurinK  outrage,  had 

ied   from  the  Pface.     Tl  .  _ ..^    not   finally    releaaed   till   the 

Tuesday  following. 

The  itatiatics  of  thr  Vinienne  give  the  following  total:-  T1iit>« 

hundred   were  manacred   in  Andenne  and   SeiUea,  and   atMUtt  900 
were  burnt  in  the  two  localitiee.      A  great  number  of  inhabitant 
fled.     Almost  every  houae  haa  been  sacked ;   indeed,  the  pillage  did  not 
end  for  eight  days.    Other  places  have  suffered  more  than  AndAne,  but 
no  other  Belgisn  Town  was  the  theatre  of  so  many  scenes  of  ferocity  and 
cruelty. 

Sack  or  Dikant 

The  town  of  Dinant  was  sacked  and  destrov-ed  bv  the  German  Army, 
and    it«   population    was  decimated   on   the   22nd,   ^rd,   24th,   and    25th 

AUKUSt. 

(hi  August  15th  a  lively  engagement  took  place  at  Dinant  between  the 
French  troops  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Mouse  and  the  German  troops 
oeming  up  from  the  East.  The  German  troops  were  routed  by  the  Frenco, 
who  passed  over  to  the  right  bank  of  the  river  following  them.  The  town 
had  little  to  suffer  on  that  day.  Some  houses  were  destroyed  by  German 
shells,  aimed  no  doubt  at  French  regiments  on  the  left  bank,  and  a 
dtiaen  of  Dinant,  belonging  to  the  Red  Cross,  was  killed  by  a  German 
ball  aa  he  was  picking  up  a  wounded  man. 

The  days  which  followed  were  calm.  The  French  otTupied  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  the  town.  No  engagement  took  place  between  the  hostile 
armies,  and  nothing  happened  which  could  be  interpreted  aa  an  act  of 
hostility  by  the  population.  No  German  troops  were  anywhere  near 
Dinant.  On  Friday,  the  21st,  about  9  o'clock  in  the  evening,  German 
troops  coming  down  the  road  from  Ciney  entered  the  town  by  the  Rue 
St.  Jacques.  On  entering  they  began  firing  into  the  windows  of  the 
houses,  and  killed  a  workman  who  was  returning  to  his  own  house, 
wounded  another  inhabitant,  and  forced  him  to  cry  "  Ixing  live  the 
KaisM-."  They  bayoneted  a  third  person  in  the  stomach.  They  entered 
the  cafes,  aeiaed  the  liouor,  got  drunk,  and  retired  after  having  set  fire 
to  aeveral  houses  and  broken  the  doors  and  windows  of  others.  The 
population  was  terrorised  and  stupefied,  and  shut  itself  up  in  its  dwellings. 

Saturday,  August  22nd,  was  a  day  of  relative  calm.  All  life,  however, 
was  at  an  end   in  the  streets.     Part  of  the  inli   '  guided    by  the 

instincts   of   self-preservation,   fled    into   the    nei  -    t-ountry  *  side. 

The  rest,  more  attached  to  their  homes,  and  r<Mi<i*-[.-(i  < onfident  by  the 
oonvic-tion  that  nothing  had  happened  which  could  In-  interpreted  as  an 
act  of  hostility  on  their  part,  r •-•    »  hidden  in  their  himse*. 

On  Sunday  morning  next,    :  at   6.30  in   the  morning,  soldiers 

of  the  106th  Regiment  of  Iiti..i.;.,  .livaded  the  Church  uf  the  Premo- 
nastransian  Fathers,  drove  out  the  congregation,  separated  the  women 
from  the  men,  and  shot  fiO  of  the  latter.  Between  7  and  9  the  same 
morning  the  soldiers  gft^e  thunsdves  up  to  pillage  and  arson,  going  from 
house  to  house  and  driving  the  inhabitants  into  the  street.  Those  who 
tried  to  eacape  were  shot.  About  9  in  the  morning  the  soldiery,  driving 
before  them  by  blows  from  the  butt  endit  of  rincK  men,  women,  and 
diildren,  pushed  them  all  into  the  Parade  Square,  where  they  were  kept 
prisoners  till  6  o'clock  in  the  evening.  The  guard  took  pleasure  in 
repeating  to  them  that  they  would  soon  be  shot.  About  6  o'clock  a 
captain  separated  the  men  from  the  women  and  children.  The  women 
were  placed  in  front  of  a  rank  of  infantry  soldiers,  the  men  were  ranged 
along  a  wall.  The  front  rank  of  them  were  then  told  to  kneel,  the  others 
remaining  standing  behind  them.  A  platoon  of  soldiers  drew  up  in  face 
of  these  unhappy  men.  It  was  in  vain  that  the  women  cried  out  for 
mercy  for  their  huabands,  sons,  and  brothers.  The  officer  ordered  his 
men  to  fire.  There  had  been  no  enquiry  nor  any  pretence  of  a  trial. 
About  20  of  the  inhabitants  were  only  wounded,  but  fell  among  the  dead. 
The  soldiers,  to  make  sure,  fired  a  new  %'olley  into  the  heap  of  them. 
Several  citisens  escaped  this  double  dibcharge.  They  shammed  dead  for 
more  than  two  hours,  remaining  motionless  among  the  corpses,  and  when 


39 

<>«de(l  ill  tavins  tkrmMlrM  r  Mi.     Kightv-four  corpses 

'-.(«  Square,  and  buri«d  in  u  'ring  garden. 

^     Mist  33rd  was  made  bl<>.  1.       .    iweral  more  maan:!''- 
some  inhabitants  of  tin-   t'.tulxitirg  St.   Pierre  in 
there  and  shot  UaMD. 

>uii  evening,    a  crowd   of    workmen,    belunginK   to  the 
17  <'t  kl    liimnier,  had  ^  '  '  '       i hemselTes,  along  with  tl  -  antl 

iren.  in  the  celiars  of  t  mg.     They  had  been  j<  ••  >>v 

tl, my  nt^ighlxiiirN  and  sererui  nu'tiiiiers  of  the  family  of  their  iMn]>inyer. 
Vix.iit  a  u'cltM  k.  in  the  evening  these  unhappy  people  mado  up  their  mitxU 
t..  . .  iu<>  out   ot    their   refuse,  and  defiled  all  trembling  from  tf  "   -^ 

\ut)i  <!>•'  wi  :t.-  tla;:  iii  tmnt.     Thej  wsro  immediately  iM'iaed  anil 
.itt.fkfi  *'.    tl.f  s.l<<:.'ts      Kvery  man  was  shot  on  the  spot.     AiM><>-»    oil 
t)i»  iifti  .1    tl.    hi         iru  lie  l^ife  were  executed  rn  masse.     In  another 
p.itt   ..\   t!.<-  :::  tuiliaus  were  killed  in  a  cellar.     In  the  Roe  en  He 

A    I'ttiUtt.  ^Iiot    in   his  armchair.     In   the   Rue   Enfer   the  soldiers 

kiUfi   .  s,  I.I..  •  .  .  of  14, 

In    ilx-    i  ..  .  :••    Neffe   the   viodurt   of   the   railway   was  the  scene 

of   a    '•["•'In  An  old    woman    and   all    Idt  children   were  killed 

Ml   th.-ir  oil  I         \    t  .  in  of  65  \  '!.  and  his  daughter 

w.r.-    ^li.  f     I  v.'dl.     IHlh  Nrm  were  taken   in  a 

l>ii^>  k  of  Bayard  and  »hat  there,  among  them  a  woman 

of     -v-i    ..II' 

A  <•  It  <iii  iniuiiMi  of  men  and  women  had  been  locked  up  in  th*  Coart 

of  th>'  I'r  At  (5  in  the  evcnins  a  Germai^  machine  gun,  placed  on  tho 

ihhI  fire  on  them,  and  an  old  woman  and  three  other  persona 

I  o  «  11 . 

\N  hilt'  .i  oitain  niiiiil»M  •>(  -^>l<iier<t  were  perpetrating  this  massacre, 
nthepi  pilla^tnl  iikI  s:t(  k>-<|  ih>-  houses  of  the  town,  and  broke  open  all 
HAfeM.  sotnftinies  Misting:  tli<Mii  with  dynamite.  TheV  entered  tha  Banqua 
OntraUi  «1»  la  M<us<-  s<t/><l  the  Director,  M.  Xarier  Wasseige,  and 
<ieniaiuie<l  that  \i-  shoiiM  o^.-n  the  safe*.  On  his  refusal  tlurr  attempted 
t4i  hreak  th<-in  o|mii  A.  th.-v  did  not  succeed,  they  led  M.  Waaaatge  and 
I  .  Idrst   >.o||^  to  t!if   I'l  lid  d'Armes  and  shot  tham,  tof^ather  with 

.11  ihIIou  riii/.ii.  v\ith  machine  guns.  M.  Waasaiga'a  thraa 
vMiM^.-  i  ihildmi.  h«dd  l>y  soMiem,  were  forced  to  witness  the  murder 
ijf  thifir  fath.r   and   hroihii^      It  i«  also  said  that  one  of  M.  Waasetge'a 

hiitvt  lay  ! oil  the  lMuc«  d'Armes  for  a  whole  hour,  no  one  danng 

u>  Kive  I  Their  work  of  destruction  and  thaft  accomplished,  the 

•olilier*  ^^  .  .  the  houses,  and  the  town  waa  soon  no  mora  than  an 

imnjHilM'  furiia<»' 

Tho  HoriuMi  aixl  •  hildreii  had  all  been  shut  up  in  a  Convent,  whara  thay 
wer««  ki>|>t    |>risoii.  iir  days.     These  unhappy  women   remained   in 

iKnnraiKf  •<!    th<<  11    ttiaif   ridationn.     They  were  ex|>erting  them- 

M>lvi>«  ti>  >-■  shot   .iImi      Ail  «n  cxtntinueci  to  hiniu*.     The  first 

(lav   th«'  monks  oi    the  Com  n   them  u  t-ertniii  HUpply  of  food. 

For    tliM   remuiinn^  (iny»  th<  .  .    nothing   to  eat   but    raw  carrota  and 

grr««n  fruit. 

To  lum  u|>    t!:<-  u,:\t,  ot    I  >  >  toQ  houaas: 

only  'J""  r.-tu.iii!       1 1'.-  (    ■'  '>n  worked 

hiivi"  h.-.-n  ^^-r,•l■  ;   71X1  ut    the  in*     "; 

tttfit »    hi\t.    >..•.!.    !  CJermany,  nn 

still     ii-t.inxi     til.  ■•       .       ;■  I.-         1  li<«    iuajoiit_\ 

•II    thri.u(.di    i(«li.'iutM         \    I.  vt    who    remained    in 
!  'Ml."  Ii^t   ..I    til.-  ■.  .  'h«»  mojuuirre  ot    hin mt    !•<  in 

'if   (    rii.ii.r-io»,  ontninN   alxnit    7<«i  nniiirH 

I., I   ;   .'.        \c  ■  II  tii.Ti'   were   7.1    woni**!!   »n«l   30  «iiii«it»-ii    <•, 

Loth  ..  ».•     tf  r;i  '  i  '  yeam  old 

Din.i.t  w  1^  I  |.i.i.-  01  ,  MHt  inhabitant*,  a  tenth  of  thi*  population  waa 
put  to  d.  kth  tiinre  waa  no  family  whirh  had  not  its  victims,  and  aome 
of  them  «»»ie  w)|««nI  out  altogether. 

MaasACMM  at  ilAanana  am*  Somica. 
On  Aufttsft  9Srd,  tha  Oarmana  aatarad  the  rillaga  of  HaatMr«a-par-datt. 
They  arr«0t«i  Dr.  HaUoy,  a  Samoa  of  tha  Rod  Crow,  aad  ahoi  him. 
Onwaing  tha  street,  thay  went  to  tba  bovaa  of  Alphoaaa  Aigrsl,  a  bvtrkar. 
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<irn\'  .t  iiim,  hi.s  Milt*.  an<i  hi-  i,il  !:.'ii  .mpI  -li..t  linn  unl  In-  i-lilt-i  -iin. 
Nrxi  ■•.'\  utMit  t«i  the  farm  •>!  .1  A.-^  IJ11..11.  ;....k  ii.in  .nt  ..i  his  ■••liar, 
whi-i<    <■  '■    ill   hulden  with   hiit  tirtU)^ltl«i»,  ami  nhol   liiiii.       I  ki1I«h] 

(hi*   '  '.■•  •■<    It  'i^mi  niul  his  two  aons,  with  ten  other  iuli  't   tli«< 

village.      1  lu<  {liait*  wiu  then  sacked,  and  the  greater  '■"  .,,,    Ii4tuse« 

biirned.     The  niiniiter  of  peraona  killed  ur  wounded  v  '■'(;e.  ''^ 

The  ancient  church  of    Haati^rea  suffered   udiouK    | <>       HuraeH 

were  dtabled  in  it.     The  prieatly  veetmenta  were  torn  and  The 

lampn,   titatue*,    and    holv-water   atoupa   were   broken.     Tli-  y   waa 

amaahed,   and   the   relics  scattered  about.     Anion^  them    v  relics 

of  the  Eleven  Thousand  Virgiuh  of  Cologne,  which  had  •■-  !<•>  fury 

of  the  Huguenota  of  \oiH)  und  the  Revolution  of  17*.M).  i  he  tabernacle 
resisted  an  attempt  at  burglary,  but  two  of  the  four  alturH  were  profaned ; 
the  aepuk^rea  at  the  altarN  were  broken  open  and  the  remains  io  them 
thrown  out  and  trampled  under  fiHit. 

The  village  of  Hermeton  was  entirely  sacked ;  many  inhabitant*  were 
killed  and  many  houaea  burned. 

The  parish  priest  of  Hasti^rea,  AbtK>  Kmile  .Schogel.  had  taken  refuse 
in  the  crypt,  with  his  brother-in-law,  M.  I'onthiore,  u  professor  of  the 
University  of  Ixiuvain,  the  wife  and  two  daughters  of  the  profesMir.  two 
aervanta,  the  schoolmaster  «>f  the  village  aith  his  wife  nud  family,  and 
other  inhabitanta.  The  Germans  fired  at  them  through  the  windows  of 
the  crypt,  and  then  forced  them  to  cf>nie  up  to  the  road,  where  they 
were  brougJit  before  several  officers,  of  whom  some  were  int«)xicat«d. 
Some  queationa  were  put  t<i  the  Abbe,  but  he  was  given  no  time  to  answer. 
The  women  were  then  dragged  apart  from  the  men.  and  the  priest, 
M.  Pointhiere,  the  schcM>lmaster  und  the  other  men  were  shot;  their  Ixxlies 
were  left  lying  on  the  road.  All  this  happened  on  August  24th.  1914, 
at  aliout  '>..'i()  in  the  afternoon. 

■  On  thi.s  xame  day  the  village  of  Surire  was  4K>cupied  bv  the  German 
tr(Mi|)K.  At  alxiut  II  p.m.  they  set  fire  to  some  of  the  liouses.  Next 
morning,  at  about  6  o'cltK'k,  the  soldiers  broke  open  <l«MirK  and  windows 
with  the  bntts  of  their  rifles,  and  fort*ed  all  the  inhabitants  to  come  out. 
They  were  led  off  in  the  direction  of  the  church.  On  the  way  se\'eral 
most  inoffensive  people  were  fired  upon.  For  example,  the  old  choirman, 
Charles  Colot,  aged  AS,  was  shot  as  he  came  out  of  his  door :  the  soldiers 
rolled  his  lM»dy  in  a  blanket,  and  set  fire  to  it. 

A  man  named  Elie  Pierrot  was  seised  by  the  Germans  aa  he  was  coming 
out  of  his  burning  house,  carrying  his  aged  and  impotent  .step-mother  (she 
waa  over  8()  years  of  age),  and  was  shot  at  short  range.  The  clerk  Leopold 
Burniaux.  his  son  Armand,  who  had  l>een  recently  ordained  prie«t.  and 
another  of  his  sons  were  shot  Itefore  the  eyea  of  Madame  Burniaux. 
She,  with  her  last  surviving  sun,  a  profees«ir  at  the  College  of  Malonne, 
were  marched  off  with  the  surviving  inhabitants  on  the  road  to  Kome- 
denne.  in  a  garden  below  the  road  there  was  a  dead  woman  lying,  with 
two  small  children  crying  over  her. 

On  arriving  at  Foaaea  the  i>arty  were  led  to  a  piece  of  fallow  ground — 
they  numltered  between  50  and  60  persons  of  Uith  sexes.  "  It  wa.s  .about 
7.15  a.m.  when  the  men  and  the  women  were  separated.  An  officer  came 
up  who  said  to  us  in  French,  with  a  strong  German  accent,  '  You  all 
deserve  to  be  shot :  a  young  girl  of  l.*)  has  just  fired  on  one  of  our 
Commanders.  But  the  Court-martial  has  decided  that  only  the  men 
•hall  be  executed:  the  women  will  be  kept  prisoners.' 

"  The  scene  that  followed  passes  nil  description :  there  were  18  men 
atanding  in  a  row :  beaide  the  parish  priests  of  Anth^  and  Onhnye.  and 
the  Abb<^  Gaspiard.  there  waa  our  own  priest.  Mons.  Poskin.  and  hia 
brother-in-law,  Mons.  Schmidt,  then  Doctor  Jacques  and  his  son  Henri, 
aged  just  16.  then  Gaston  Burniaux,  the  clerk's  son,  and  I.ieonard 
Soumoy  :  next  them  two  men  named  Bnll>eur  and  Billy,  with  the  I7-vear- 
old  son  of  the  latter:  last  twf»  men  from  Onhaye  and  Dinant  who  had 
taken  refuge  in  Surice,  and  two  |)eople  more  whom  I  did  not  know. 
Mons.  Schinidt's  little  boy  of  14  was  nearly  put  into  the  line — the  wtldiers 
hesitated,  but  finally  shoved  him  away  in  a  brutal  fashion.  At  this 
moment  I  saw  a  young  German  soldier — this  I  vouch  for — who  was  so 
horror-struck  that  great  tears  were  dropping  on  to  his  tunic:    he  did  not 
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wi[>t<  hm  cvt^   for   f««r  at   bmnK   t**!!   by  his  oAcvr,   but   kmpt  hi*  hmmd 
turnvcl  away 

"  S>n)f  )ien  undvr  aur  ajas  aad  amid  tb*  shriaks  of 

wontfii   wl  iiimt  iiM>.   umi;  ahooi  BM  With  mj  hiuband ! ' 

ami  tl  '               ^  <>t   tii«<  I  ware  linad  up  on  tha  mIc*  of 

tb»   li                 ■    which  ^h   road   t«  tha  boitoa  of  tha 

\ ."  •'  with  thtir  hands,  otiian 

koqoaa  was  iaaning  on  tha 

■i)i>ui(irr  III  <'■> "nd  couraga  froni  him: 

ha  was  sobbiii^.   -  I  -atli  brarely.'     I'nabla 

to  baar  thr     •   »••  ^   i,.  tha  road  ami       • ' 

mj  sjas  Wl  ir  voUay,  and  thi* 

in  a  baap  "■"  ""  'i"-"         i 
wara  not 

baatan  in  . 

be««l  uiA  I 

T 

was  stoiea.     i>r.   J.>  i   on  bim,   though  hw  wifa 

could  not  sa^  exnrt! 

"  Aftar  thu  ^  _ht  up  a  man  named  Victor 

Csrillot,  and  h\.  -pot  wbara  tba  others  were 

Ijing;   thay   fired  on   him,   aiul    I   mm   btm  doubla  up  and   fall   into  tha 
boOov  war." 

Tba  Ttllaaa  of  Surica  was  tbnroughly  nackad.  Tba  piUaga  began  on 
Tuesday  ni^n,  and  continoad  all  day  on  Wednaaday.  Tba  safe  of  Madaaa 
Laaraat-Mtnaiir.  a  widow,  waa  blown  open  witb  dynamite.  Of  the  131 
hnnsss  of  tha  TtOaga  only  ei^t  aacapad  tha  ooaflagration. 

T'       T^  giTss  no  mora  than  an  inooaplata  picture  of  the  German 

'  iBMB  in  tha  Prorinca  of  Namor.     We  lack  detailed  know- 

Mai  went  on  in  tbraa  of  tha  six  cantons  w'     '    '  '      '    trict 

The  total  of  mo  parsons  killad  and    I  I   in 

tiiai  •iisirict  may  ha%-i>  to  be  largely  increaaad.     In  iii<  <i»ui>i.  .  -"* 

that  town  itaelf  and  21  rillagm  hare  baan  daalroysd.     In  tha  d 
PhilipperiOa  90  villagaa  have  been  saekad,  phtwiwad,  and   •«'>' 
bnrnad  down.    In   tha  whole  proriBoa.   whkh   haa  864,00)  • 
nearly  3.000  oaoffeadtng  paople — man,  womaa,  and  ebildrt^ 
maasacrad. 

It  has  bean  said  that  whaa  BalciwB  makaa  np  tha  account 
it  may  appear  thai  war  haa  lariaa  mora  riotUBa  from  tha  en 
than  from  the  man  who  were  caOsd  out  to  aarra  their  coi. 
battla6ald.    This  prophecy,  which  saaned  contrary  to  reason,  u  now  ron- 
Aims  J  as  regards  the  Prorinoe  of  Namnr.     In  certain  parts  of   it   half 
the  male  adtut  poptilatioa  haa  disapneared :  the  horrors  of  the  conflagra- 
rinn\   at    T,nrtvain  and   TenDonde.  of  the  wswBfrsa   at  Aarachot   and   in 
I  nd  Brabant,  are  all  »urpsmed  by  those  of  the  slaughter  at 

1  l<*nne,  at  Tamines,  at  Snriee,  aad  a4  Namnr. 


The  (V>iiiiiiiv<Hin  <if  F.iii)iiiry  was  compoaad  of  the  following  permns:  — 

I'rftulrut*      M.-%»r<.     V.iri    Isef^em,    Praiida>t  of  tha  Coart  of   Pinal 

Appral    (ooreowa,  Miatster  of  State  and  Viea-Praridast  of  tha  Belgian 

Sonat.     Sir  MaeK«ttia  Chahnars,  K  (' B  .  laU  radar-Secretary  of  State 

t    ■-  '>«ea. 

Mean.   Count   (ioblet    d'Alriella.    Minuter   of   AUtr.    Vic<*- 

)  -  ^<«Mata;  Caiiier.   Prnfewmr  at  the  Hrusseb  t'nivemity ; 

tha  Brwasls  Court  of  Appeal.  Professor  of  International 

M.r.riiity;  VarliaeK<*>    <  ••<>nrtllor  at  the  Brii«Ml%  Court 

•  iraetar  to- tl-  -r   of   Juatt<  ana. 

.-rnian    rif    tli.  >f     Antwerp.     ^  («em. 

>urt  at  Antwerp. 

.>«»«>r    at    the    Brussels    Tnireraily: 
of  the  Minister  of  Justice: 
'•r  of  I«awa. 


TYPES  OF  Bfc.i.i.iA.\   I'HtA  i.amai  i«»Na. 


PhOVINCIAL    G«VKKNMKlfT    09    NaMOB. 
Very  ImjHtrtant  Xotice. 

The  Civil  Gorernor  draws  the  very  aeriotu  attention  of  the  inhabitanta^ 
•f  tlie  Prorinoe  to  the  very  grave  danger  that  may  result  for  oirilians 
if  ther  are  guilty  of  taking  up  arms  against  the  enemy.  In  this  respect, 
therefore,  they  must  obserre— as  indeed  is  only  right — the  striotesfc  care 
%o  abstain  from  any  such  measures. 

Thp  duty  of  defending  the  country  devolves  upon  the  army  alone. 

Any  failure  to  follow  this  advice  would  probably  result  in  provoking 
repriftals,  burnings,  Ac. 

.N'ainur,  7th  August,  1914. 

(Signed)        Bakon  dk  Montpbixirc 

Namur,  7th  August,  1914. 

(Seen  and  approved.)        Lot  QowwMinvK  Militaiu^    Mi   hki 

IKoticf  fixril  on  tht  \caU»  of  Dinont.) 


NoriCB. 

Everyone  having  in  their  possession  fire-armx  (rifles,  carbines,  er 
revolvers),  whether  as  private  individuals  or  in  the  way  of  business,  are 
strictly  enjoined  to  deposit  them  at  the  Hotel  de  Ville  on  Monday  tho 
17th  instant,  from  10  to  12  a.m..  at  latest. 

The  arniR  thus  deposited  should  bear  the  address  of  the  owner.  He  will 
be  given  a  receipt  for  the  same. 

Toe  Minister  of  the  Interior  advises  civilians,  if  the  enemy  appears 
in  their  district ; 

Not  to  fight. 

Not  to  try  any  abuse  or  threats. 

To  keep  indoors  and  shut  their  windows,  so  that  it  will  be  impossibla 
to  say  that  any  provocation  was  given. 

If  soldiers  occupy  a  house  or  an  isolated  village  for  purposes  of  defence, 
to  leave  it  at  once  in  order  that  the  allegation  may  not  be  made  that 
civilians  have  fired. 

An  act  of  violence  committed  by  a  single  civilian  will  be  a  crime  legally 
punishable  by  law,  for  it  may  serve  as  a  pretext  for  a  bloody  repression, 
pillage  and  massacre  of  innocent  population,  women  and  children. 

Fleuriu,  14th  August,  1914. 

(Signed)        Db.  Evbrabbts, 

Burgomaster 


GERMAN  PROCLAMATIONS. 


I.  Proclamation  DisTRiBirrso  on  trb  4th  Acovst,  .1914. 
"  To  the  Belgian  Nation. 
I  feel  the  greatest  regret  that  the  German  troops  find  themaelvea 
obliged  to  cross  the  frontier  of  Belgium.  The^  act  according  to  the 
dictates  of  inevitable  neoessitv,  Belgian  neutrality  having  betai  already 
violated  by  French  officers,  who,  disguised,  crossed  Belgian  territory  in 
a  motor  rar  in  order  to  penetrate  into  Germany. 

"  Belgians !  It  is  our  greatest  wish  that  means  may  still  be  found  to 
avoid  war  between  two  peoples  which  up  to  the  present  time  have  been 
friends,  and  formerly  even  allies.  Remember  the  f^orious  day  of  Waterloo, 
when  German  arms  contributed  to  found  and  establish  the  independence 
and  prosperity  of  vour  country. 

"  But  we  mtut  have  free  passage.  The  destruction  of  bridges,  tunnela 
and  railway  lines  will  have  to  be  regarded  as  hostile  acts. 

"  Belgians,  you  have  to  choose. 
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I  h<>(M<  that  th<-  amij  of  Um  M>i»<  viU  Dot  be  obligMl  to  fight  70a. 
A  irr*  paMnKi*  tu  attack  thoM  who  widMd  to  attJMik  ua  is  all  w*  tak. 

"  I  givv  formal  guaraoftMa  to  the  Belgian  population  that  it  will  not 
have  to  suffer  anj  of  tlw  horrora  of  war;  that  we  will  pay  in  gold  for 
tbt«  food  it  win  be  neotMary  to  take  in  the  oonntry ;  that  onr  soldiora 
wili  show  thewelrea  the  beat  friends  of  a  people  for  whom  we  feel  tbe 
hi^bcet  eeCeea  and  the  greeteet  sjmpathj. 

'  It  depeada  on  joar  wiadom  and  understanding  patriotism  to  aroid  for 
your  ronntij  the  horrors  of  war. 

"  The  General  Commanding-in<Gliief  the  Armj  of  the  Meoae, 

"  Voir  Bmmicb." 

II.  Notice  Poarao  i.n  Hassilt  oic  17ra  Ac«caT,  1914. 

"  Fellow  Citiaens, 
i.  in  agreement  with  the  German  Higher  Ifilitarr  Atithnriti««,  have 
the  honour  asain  to  request  you  to  abstain  fmm  any    : 
feaiations,  and  from  all  hostile  acta  which  might  bring  t> 
on  our  CitT. 

"  You  will  abore  all  abstain  from  all  acts  of  cruelty  towards  the  German 
troops,  and  particularly  from  firing  on  tliem. 

*  In  the  eoas  0/  eivuians  ikooting  on  the  Oerwtan  army,  a  third  of  the 
mal4  population  will  he  ihoi. 

"  I  remind  you  that  the  aasembling  of  more  than  five  persons  together 
is  strictly  forbidd<>r<  ">'<  'hat  those  who  break  thia  rule  will  be  arrested 
on  the  spot. 

Hasaelt,  17th  .\ugusi,  1914. 

"  The  Bursomaater, 

"  raU>.    POBTMAMt 

III.  KxraacT  or  a  Pboclamatiok  to  trb  Commcmal  AcTHOMTiaa  or  thb 

Town  or  Litea. 

"  22nd  August.  1914. 
'  The   inhabitants  of    the   town   of   Andenne,    after   haring   protested 
their   peaceful   intentions,    made   a   treacherous   surprise   attack   on   our 
troops.* 

"  It  was  with  my  oonseat  that  the  General  had  the  whde  place  burnt 
down,  and  about  100  people  shot. 

I  l>ring  this  fact  to  the  knowledge  of  the  town  of  Li^ge,  so  that  its 
inliahitanta  may  know  the  fate  with  whidi  they  are  threatened,  if  they 
take  up  a  similar  attitude. 

"  The  General  Commanding-in-Chief , 

"  VoK  Bttu»w." 

IV*.  PaocLAMATioN  PMTBO  vr  iM  Namcv  OK  26ra  Aoodst,  1914 

I  The  Belgian  and  French  soldiers  must  be  dritrered  aa  prtaoMra  of 
war  U  f<ire  4  o'clock  in  front  of  the  priaon.  OtftseiM  who  do  not  e^ey  wM 
b«  condemned  to  hard  lo^ur  for  life  in  Germany. 

"  A  rigorous  inepeetion  of  kou»e$  irti/  commence  at  4  oVIoflr.  Eeerf 
MoUier  foumd  will  be  imwiedtately  aAof. 

"  *.'  Ar«M,  powder  and  dynamite  moat  be  giren  up  at  4  o'clock. 
V  being  shot. 

«  who  know  of  a  store  of  the  abore  mtut  inform  the  Burgomaster, 
n  of  har<! 

trrj  stre«  '■  by  a  German  gtiard.  who  will  take 

till   iiiMi«gea  from  oam  atrt^'i  ''        ~  "  knep  under  sunreiUaaoa. 

If  there  ta  any  riaing  in  the  stn>-  '  vill  he  ihoi. 

'4.  Doora  may  not  he  looke«i.  «.»<•  »>  •••k>>>  •^^ter  eight  o'doek  theff» 
■wt  be  lighta  in  three  window*  in  erery  house. 

•  This  to  a  thapU  si  itlloa.  whish  Is  suwliadtsssit  «■ 
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"  5.  It  it  ?  street  after  eight  o'clock.    Tbe  inhabi- 

tantu   nf   NV.  1    that   there   is   no  greater   and   more 

hnr  ihitii  to  coiuprouiiae  the  exirtence  of  the  town  and  the  life 

of  .  ^  )'\  rriininal  acta  against  the  Oennan  mrmj. 

"  The  Commander  of  the  Town, 

"  VOK   BCLOW." 

"  Nauiur,  'Joih  AuKuat,  1914." 

"  (Printed  by  Chantraine.)" 

V.  LiTTKB  asinr  bt  Ijibc-t.-Gkn.  von  Nibbkb  to  tbm  BoaooxAtTn  or 

Wavkb  on  thb  27th  Acouit,  1914. 

"  On  22nd  August,  1914,  the  General  Commanding  the  2nd  Army, 
General  von  Bttlow,  imposed  on  the  town  of  Wavre  a  war-lew  of 
frs.  3,000,000  (£120,000),  payable  up  till  1st  September,  to  expiate'  the 
heinous  conduct,  contrary  to  the  Laws  of  the  Rights  of  Nations  and  the 
Cnatoma  of  War,  which  they  showed  in  making  a  surprise  attack  on  the 
German  troops.* 

"  The  General  C'omman<ling  the  2nd  Army  has  just  ordered  the  General 
of  the  Division  of  the  2nil  Army  to  collect  without  delay  the  said  lex^y, 
which  the  town  niuat  pay  on  account  of  the  conduct  of  its  inhabitants. 

"  I  order  and  summon  you  to  hand  over  to  the  bearer  of  the  present 
the  two  first  instalnientx,  niimclv  two  million  frs.  (1'8().0()())  in  gold. 

"  I  also  ask  that  a  letter  tfuly  sealed  with  the  town  seal,  should  be 
given  to  the  bearer,  declaring  that  the  balance,  frs.  1,000,000  (£40.000), 
will  be  paid  without  default  on  the  1st  September. 

"  I  draw  the  town's  attention  to  the  fact  that  in  no  caae  can  it  count 
on  the  delay  being  prolonged,  for  the  civil  population  of  the  town  has  put 
itself  beyond  the  pale  of  the  Rights  of  Nations  by  firing  on  the  German 
troops. 

'*The  Town  of  U'arre  tcUl  be  aet  on  fire  ami  destroyed,  if  the  payment 
it  not  made  when  due;  without  distinction  of  persons,  the  innocent  will 
mfer  with  the  guilty." 

VI.  Pkoclamation  POSTKii  11^  ''PfviscNiB  ON  8th  Skptbmbbb,  1914. 
"  Commune  of  Grivegn^. 

"  Vbby  Impobtant  Noticb. 

"  Commandant-Major  Dieckmann,  of  ChAteau  des  Bmyftres.  rprjupstR 
me  to  bring  the  following  to  the  knowledge  of  the  inhabitants : 

"  Dieckmann's  Battalion. 

"  ChAteau  des  Bruyires,  6th  September,  1914. 
"  The  following  persons  were  present  at  this  conference:  — 
"  (1)  M.  le  Cure  Fryns,  of  BoisHle-Breax ; 
"  (2)  M.  le  Cur^  Franasen,  of  Beyne; 
"  (3)  M.  le  Cure  Lepropres,  of  Hensay; 
"  (4)  M.  le  Cur^  Paquay,  of  Grivegnie; 
"  (5)  The  Burgomaster  Dejardin,  of  Beyne; 
"  (6)  The  Burgomaster  Hodeige,  of  Grivegn^; 
"(7)  Major  Dieckmann; 
"  (8)  Lieut,  d.  R.  Reil. 

"  Maior  Dieckmann  informs  those  present  of  the  following:  — 
"1.  Before  4  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  the  6th  inst.,  all  arms,  aminu- 
nition,  explosives,  fire-works  still  in  the  possession  of  the  inhabitants  must 
be  deposited  at  the  ChAteau  dee  Bruyiree.  Whoever  disobeys  this  order 
will  be  liable  to  be  shot.  He  will  be  shot  on  the  spot  or  else  executed, 
ujUess  he  can  prove  that  he  is  not  at  fault. 

"2.  All  the  inhabitants  of  occupied  houses  in  the  localities  of  Beyne- 
Heusay,  Grivegnee,   Bois-de-Breux,  Fleron,  must  return   to  their  houses 

*  At  Wavre  some  M  boosss  w«ra  set  on  ftre.  The  Commonal  CotmdUor*,  an  All.  nrian, 
and  a  priest  of  Baew-Wsvre  were  taken  as  hostages.    To  exfriain  their  Act»  tm 

|iie>SBiasd  that  ctvilians  had  fired  on  their  ttxwiM.     In  reaUty.  here  m  •  he 

civUiaas  took  no  part  io  the  hoetiUties.  A  medical  enquiry  proved  th»i  ....  i...u.«a 
•ddier  who  had  been  wounded  had  been  hit  bv  a  German  bullet.  (Seaaion  of  the 
Commtaaion  of  Bnquir>-  of  7ih  Reptember.  1914— 3rd  witneaa.) 
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at  uiglit-fall  I  which  U  now  at  7  p.m.,  Gemiao  Uiim).  Hm  afor»-iiienti<>ne'l 
Imnmc*  ar«  to  Iw  lighlad  m  long  m  any  oaa  ia  op.  Th«  oolar  doors  miut 
hf  rloMd.  AnjoiM  who  doas  not  ohij  tbaaa  airaetmaa  laedata  himaalf 
\i»\>U'  to  be  ter^nlj  poBtibad.    Any  rMuiaiica  to  anlcra  wiB  ht  pmuaktd 


3.  The  Oommandant  awt  aol  naat  vith  anv  hindraaee  dariaf  kia 
V  Tiatta.  Paopla  ara  raqoaatad  to  ahoar  aU  tha  roona  of  tha  boaaa 
•««ui«  ardarad  to.    Aajona  wiio  oppoaaa  tliia  will  ba  mvmnltj 


Hi. 

J>r  luit 

taktti 

••  1*. 

/   ir. 
tkf»*r 

4    .\ftar  9  a.m.  on  the  7th  BaplaMbar,  I  will  permit  tha  hooaaa  ia 
B<-.vii.   *  7  OriTafD^  and  Boia-oa-Breoz  to  ba  inhabited  bj  tha  peraoaa 

«>)•'  lian  fonnerly,  as  Ions  aa  ih«a»  pennmi  arr  mit  forbiddaa 

to  frvtjiiont  tocaa  looalitiaa  bj  oAeiM  prahabitaon. 

"5.  In  ordar  that  tha  aboTa-maatioaad  pamit  mar  not  be  aboaad,  tha 
BargoBUMtara  of  BeTaa-Haoaay  and  OriTafa^a  mtiot  '  '  ^itely  prepare 

Itsta  of  paraoaa  who  will  be  held  aa  hoatagea  for  .  <  ach  at  Fort 

Ffr-rnn.     From  the  0th  Saptamber,  1914,  at  6  p.m.,  tin  inc  7th  Septambar 
at  ni id-day. 

ri.   1.1.   ..f  f/^f^  kottaget  dtpend$  on  the  pojmlaHon  of  tht  abovt- 
ti  munea  remaining  quiet  in  any  eircii«»«fatiCM. 

^      •'     night   it    is   severelT    forbidden    to   ihow   any   lamiaooa 

m\<-^  are  only  pennitted  between  7  a.m.  and  5  p.m.  Germaa 

h  is  submitted  to  me  I  will  deaignate  peraooa  who 

„  mid-day  till  the  following  mid-day.     If  the  subati- 

there  at  the  correct  time,  the  hoataga  moat  remain  aaothar 

'.    Xhf   fort.     After   tkeu   24   hovra  tkt   hottaae    trill  incur  ik* 

tht  $^$tituie  ka$  not  presenitil 

'>8uufer«  and  Memher$  of  Ik*  Ad  :tion  art  to  bt 

ie$. 

all  eivtiioiM  who  aiova  about  m  my  district,  partieu- 
of  Btyno-HeumMyt  FUron,  Boi^e-Brtux  and  Grivegnie   ahow 
thrtr  rrapret  to  th«  Gtrwton  offUon  by  taking  off  their  hats,  or  liftinq  their 
hoHtli  to  their  heada  in  military  aalmte.     In  caae  of  doubt,  t  ■-  mam 

tt.hiirr    mriat    he    aaluted.     An%[*mr    rrhn    ditregarda    thia   niw  tk» 

'•  make  ihemaelvea  r  '>y  every  meana. 

German  soldiers  m  iited  to  inapect  aU  rahiclat,  pareah, 

I    inhabitants  of   the   aeighboarhood.     In   thia  ooaaaJetioa   aU 
T'  >rt1l  be  severely  pnniahed. 

■  r  knmct  that  ^nanfiiMS  ^eater  than  100  litres  of  petro- 
''  ■■  'ntzol  or  any  nmHar  liquid  i$  to  be  found  at  a  aiven  place 

■unea,  ana  who  doea  not  inform  the  wtUttary 
re  ia  no  doubt  aa  to  the  place  or  the  quantity, 
■itU.    Quantities  uf  100  litres  are  only  referred  to. 
if^^pme  who  doea  not  obe^  the  order  "hand*  up*'  ntakea  himself 
"t«  p^aoily  of  death. 
e  to  the  Chdteau  dea  Bmybrtt  aad  alao  of  tha  driTaa  ia 
til.    (•in    ..  forbidden  under  penalty  nf  death  between  doak  and  dawn. 
ix  tw.  M  t.  p  ID.  and  6  a.m.  (German  time),  to  all  paraoaa  who  are  aoi 
•  Ml.  r«  of  iha  Oarauui  aroiy. 

13    Daring  tha  daytiaM  aatraaoa  ia  oaly  p<>rmttt(>d  hr  the  North- 
W.-M    Kau.   whara  tha  goard   ia,   lo  paraoaa   )  lU.     In   tha 

,,>!..'..«(«  of  the  population,  paraoaa  are  aot  pri  mhlf  in  the 

•>f  tha  goard. 

nurert,  by  spreading  falw  aowa,  lis)' 
'<   tcoop**  Mid  who^ror  auikas  anv  |iUit-  Uti- 
<•  my,  wnI  b«  a  Mjpeef.  amd  rmms  the  risk  of  > 

"p  • 

I''    While,  hr  the  above  rsgolatioaa,  tha  iahabitam 
•  '-alaaad  with  ■oraro  poaiahmoat* 
t)  way,  tbaaa  mom  paopla.- if  tba% 

peacvAhlc.  can  ooust  on  tha  OMiat  baaoroloat  prolactioa  and  help  on  erery 
oeoasioa  whaa  luma  ia  or  might  bo  doao  lo  tkoa. 
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"  16.  Demands  for  the  giving  of  a  fixed  quantity  of  catti*  art  made 
-daily,  from  10  to  12  in  the  morning  and  from  3  to  S  in  tha  aftOTBOOB  at 
the  (liAteau  dee  BrnT^rea  to  the  Cattle  CommiMion. 

"  17.  Whoever  injurec  or  attampta  to  injure  the  German  Army  by  taking 
advantage  of  the  Red  CroM  Flag,  and  is  disoovered,  will  he  hangetl. 

"  (8)      DtaOKMANN, 

"  Commandant-Major. 
"  Copy  oertifled  correct: 

*"  The  Bursomaater :   Victor  Hodbiob. 
"  Griveg^nee.  9th  September,  1914." 

VII.    I»ROtI.AMATIoN    P08TBD   1»    BrOSSBLS   nN    2r»TH    Rkptkmbkm     ini4 

"  General  Government  in  Belgium. 
"  It  has  happened  in  districts  at  present  oc<  ui.i.  ,1  hv  mure  or  mk 

bodies  of  German   troops  that  convoys  of  wa^y;(>ii>   and  of  pa  <• 

'been  attacked  by  surprise  by  the  inhabitants. 

"  I  draw  the  attention  of  the  public  to  the  fact  that  a  '  re^i*^' 
kept  of  the  localities,   in  the  neighbourhood  of  %^ '     ' 
taken  place,  and  that  thev  may  expect  their  pn 
'German  troops  pass  near  them. 

"  Brussels,  25th  September,  1914. 

"The  Governor-General  of  Belgiiun, 

"  Baron  vont  dik  Goltz, 

"  Fieldmarshal." 

Till.  NoncB  POSTED  IX  Brusbrui  on  5th  Ootour,  1914,  A.vD  probablt  in 
Most  or  thb  CoMirrNM  or  TBI  Kingdom. 

"  During  the  evening  of  25th  September  the  railway  line  and  the  tele- 
graph wires  were  destroyed  on  the  line  Ijovenjoul-Vertryck.*  In  cons(^- 
qaen(-4>  of  this,  these  two  localities  have  had  t<i  render  an  account  of  this, 
and  had  to  give  h..-i'«".,^  ,„  ,t,..  ••••>rning  of  the  3()th  .'Neptember. 

"  In  future,  t)  t   to  the  place  where  similar  acts  take 

place  will  be  pun »•-»>;  it  matters  little  if  they  are  accom- 

flicfs  or  not.  For  this  purpose  hostages  have  been  taken  from  all  localities 
near  the  railway  line,  thus  menaced,  and  at  the  first  attempt  to  destroy 
the  railway  line,  or  the  telephone  or  telegraph  wires,  they  will  be 
immediately  shot. 

"  Further,  all  the  troops  charged  with  the  duty  of  guarding  the  railway 
'have  been  ordered  to  snoot  any  person  who,  in  a  suspicious  manner, 
approaches  the  line,  or  the  telegraph  or  telephone  wires. 

"  The  (iovernor-General  of  Belgium, 

(8.)    Baron  von  dbr  Goltz, 

"  Fieldmarsh.ll.'' 


Extract  prom  thb  P.\storai.  Lbttbr  op  Cardinal  Mbrcibr,  PRtvATe  or 

Brloidm. 

"Better  than  any  other  man,  perhaps,  do  I  know  wl<  .i  .,,.(  wi.i.,.,n,v 
•country  has  undersone.  Nor  will  any  Belgian,  1  trust,  doubt  of  what 
I  suffer  in  my  soul,  as  a  citisen  and  as  a  Bishop,  in  sympathy  with  all 
this  sorrow.  These  last  four  months  have  seemed  to  me  age-long.  By 
thousands  have  our  brave  ones  been  mown  down;  wives,  mothers,  are 
weeping  for  those  th<pr  shall  not  see  again;  hearths  are  deaolate;  dire 
poverty  spreads,  anguish  increases.  At  Malines,  nt  Antwerp,  the  people 
of  two  great  cities  have  been  given  over,  the  one  for  six  hours,  the 
other  for  34  hours,  of  a  continuous  bombardment,  to  the  throes  of  death. 
I  have  traversed  the  greater  part  of  the  districts  most  terribly  devastated 

*  This  destoMtion  woa  made  by  the  Bcl(isa  Army ;  it  is  on  th«  dvilisns  thst  the 
KSermsas  took  revenge. 


«n  mv  •ii.M««»— Doffttl,  LMIT0,  BerlMT  Saini  Bombaot,  Konmgi-Hoyekt, 
Slorto.l  WmQimb.  Moywn.  Wavr«>  f^ainte  CateriM.  Watt*  Notn-Dmmm, 
S.  ■  «rtl«,    Eppegh«n.  '"wyt,    RTmenain,    Boori>M««r- 

)m  ■  :  xlarT.     Iia«rht.     \V  NiTSfol.     K4)U9ls«r.     Trwnieloo; 

I.i>ii\.«iii    >'  Wurl»an   etiTiruit«,    iU«uwpat,   KmwI'Loo,    Bov«n-Loo, 

l..ii<l<-ii.   li.  <    udum-k,  Uuc>kon.  R^lsi.  A«rwbot.  Wmtenuiei.  HrrMM»lt, 

I>i«^t  Seb«fi*»u,  Atol—atwto,  Rilla^r.  (;<>lrode;  and  the  ratiu  I  belidd, 
;tri'l  i*!>>  airfM>9.  w«r«  mora  deadful  than  I.  pr^pareH  hr  thm  iadd^«t  nf  for^ 
U"  tiara  imagined  liooaae,  w'  '>.-»▼• 

o<  <■  to  Ttait — H;i  l<aat«rm>n  -ion, 

N'  "*iu«tv,    N\.i\if.    lJ<v^h<ni.    tape!!  Hum- 

h>  •  le.  l.ond«rs<>el.  Hejndonek.  Ma-  Weart, 

I<   .  mann»r    be<>n    laid    araate.     Chiirrrt>-«>,     nrhoob, 

•  nta    in    srpat    nambara,    ara    in    ruin*.     Entira 
\M  <ii<u>ppaar'  '       '•   "    -  ' '  '•-Wackantr.-'  nsitance, 

OK  \  and  fiL  uired  an<:  -t>inain; 

.»;  '-  Af  tht»   »ii.  rn;  al   ii...  «..  u  out  of 

a  y   are  tta  n   one   hundnMl    and 

>■!.  .V  wt  two  >•••  1— elaran  atill  atand. 

A-  I  part  o)  II ;  ona  thonaand  and 

»•  :.^  hare  d , ,    ...  :uim  Umd  and  in  tha 

MiixirtM.  one  thouaand  eight  hnndred  and  twentj'three  hooaea  hara  baan 

"  In  thin  dear  rity  of  l/ourain,  perpetaallj  in  mj  thoaghta,  the  magnifi* 
<.rit  rhnrrh  of  St.  Peter  will  never  racorar  ita  former  gpler*""-  The 
.kti<  I.  ii>   ii.||««g«  of  St.  Item,  the  art-aehoola,  the  consular  and  ial 

M  liix'l  ■  •'•••  i'tii% ..t-«if V  the  old  market"  "!•••  ri«^ii  iif.rarr  wu..  ..  N-^*- 
T)"i-  published  ma-  ires,    ita    . 

of    i:r.  .    ..Iiutrious   rectoi -,    — .:.l  •_ ...  :■,    iTofeaaors.    'ii'itu: 

from  t  toandation,  which  preaerred  for  masters  and  st      ■  nts 

ahl  n  am!  w«'r«*  an    inrit<>m«»iit   in  their  studiea — all   fhi^i 

.>'  ;   artistic  richea.  the  fmit 

<ir  'ist. 

Manj  a  pariah  loat  ita  pastor.  Theen  is  now  sounding  in  my  ears  the 
^,Tr'  ^>  •<•!  w.Kvi.  of  an  old  man  of  whom  I  aaked  whether  he  had  had  Maaa 
•  >i:  la  batlarad  charoh.     '  It  is  two  months.'  he  said.   '  sinea 

«.  !i.*    The  pariah  prieat  and  tha  mrat.'  liad  ln-^-n   iiit.>rn*id 

in  a  I  uD  camp  at  Munsterlagen. 

'  -    ''"Igian  citiaens  hare  in  like  iii.iinKi    iiv<Tti  uiTp»ti<-\i  ui 

t)  my.  to  Munstarlagan,  to  C%'ll«>,   to  Ma^^daoarg.     At 

M  '> •' tnd   one   hundred   ciril   pnaoaars   waia 

«  phyaical  and  moral  tormanta  of  thair 

:  ...itooaat  man  ware  shot.     I  poaMsa  no  ooai* 

Unt  I  know  that  there  ware  ninety-one  ahot  at  Aaracboi, 

'inder  pain  of  death,  their  fallow  citiaana  arare  comDeDad 

t<  iraa.     in   the   I/ourain  group  of  commuoea  •  'red 

nri  persona,   men  and   women,  old  men   and   •»<  \rh 

.itui  poor,  in  health  and  sickneas,  ware  shot  or  burnt. 

f^   my  dioeaaa  alone   I    kr  —    *'  -t    18  priaala  or  raliKioua  wvr%'  put 
)i.*    One  of  thaaa,  the  iMt  of  Oalroda,  aoArad,  I  beliera. 

•  -table  Bartrrdom.  I  n>u...  >.  ptlmmam  to  hia  grava,  and,  amtd 
tli<-  little  floek  arhieh  so  lately  he  had  baaa  laadiag  with  the  aaal  of  an 
.i|H.<tl».  there  did  I  pray  to  him  that  fnmi  tha  aatght  of  Haaraa  ha 
n...ii.i  t;aard  his  pariah,  his  dioeaaa,  hia  country. 


•  TImr  braOwni  ia  rahglaa  or  la  Uw  ni««haad  will  vtali  to  knew  iMr  mans,    Bavs 
Ike*  sMt   Daaisiwaa  af  Ihs  HosiHy  afJanst   Prulkiia  ■ikssliia  and  Alkid  af  tht 
tealllMJsMpWissi  BtaOksrCkBdUsaltlM^ '      -  -    -^  -  -    - 


tt  i>a  Hiltiiii  of 


Maiw  if^ilhsr  MaafaaiiL  Ckaadila,  mJ  fblhsr  f  fawsl.  Cka»slail  i  Lsaikssrt^  parish 
pci«a  sft  Bovaa-Loai  Gwk.  Mrish  mAm  al  AatfSMdsa i  OmsMs.  pialMar  al  the 
■ptMopal  coUm*  of  Learatat  tV  CIsfek.  aarMh  ariasi  al  Basbsa  |  OwfsM,  earidl  prissi 
•lOslnHb:  Woalstalsaa.  parish  arisalal^al.Bf«».  Wt  have  rsassa  la  ^sllava  thai 
Ike  pariak  priasi  af  IMwl,  Taa  BMsl.  aa  aM  aMa  of  terMity-ao^  waa  alM  klBsd  i  aalil 
now.  kewrrvf .  kb  Iwh^  kas  aol  kssa  Anad. 
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"  Wp  ran  neither  ntimber  our  dead  nor  rompot*  iha  m— nr»  of  car 
ruini.  And  what  would  it  b«  if  we  turned  our  Md  atoiw  towttrda  Li^e, 
Naniur.  Audenne.  Dinant,  Taminea,  Charleroi,  and  alaewharaP* 

"  And  there  where  lirea  were  not  taken,  and  there  wfaare  the  stonea 
oi  buildings  were  not  thrown  down,  what  anguish  unrvvealad !  Familie*. 
hithprto  lirinff  at  eaae,  now  in  bitter  want  :  all  ooounaroe  at  an  end, 
ill  careers  ruined ;   industry  at  a  standstill :   thoosaads  upon  thousands 


of  working-men  without  enployinent ;  working-woman,  shop-girb,  humble 
•errant-girls  without  the  meaiis  of  earning  their  bread ;  and  poor  souls 
forlorn  on  the  bed  of  ridbMM  and  ferer  erring  '  O  Lord,  now  long, 
how  long?  ' 

"  There  is  nothing  to  repW.     The  reply  remains  the  secret  of  God." 


EXTBACTS    niOM    THB    nSPLT    OF   S»    Ed«'ABD    GbBT    TO   THB    UhITBD    StATBS' 

Note. 
Statittics  of  the  Commerce  of  Neutrals  during  the   War. 
1.  Exports  from  New  York  for — 


November, 

No%'ember, 

KaU-  ..f 

1913. 

1914. 

DitTtTt'iice. 

Dollaia. 

Dollars. 

Percent. 

Denmark         

558,000 

7,101.000 

+  1,272 

Swadm 

377,000 

2,858,000 

+    756 

Norway...        

477,000 

2,318,000 

+    486 

Italy     

Holland            

2,971,000 

4,781,000 

-f    160 

4,389,000 

3,960,000 

-       9 

2.  C'oppiT  exports  from  the  Vnited  States  for  the  months  during  which 
the  war  has  been  in  progress  up  to  the  end  of  the  first  three  weeks  in 
Deeember.  1914.  compared  with  the  figures  of  the  corresponding  period 
in  1913:  — 


To  Italy  

To     Norway,    Sweden, 

Dennurk  and  Swits- 

erisnd. 


191.; 


lbs. 
16,202,000 

7,271,000 


1914. 


lbs. 
36,285,000 

35,347,000 


K.if  ..f 
l>ilTt'rt'iio©. 


PBToant. 
+  238 

+  486 


*  I   hare  said   thkt  t)iirt<iu  eocle«ia«lici>  hsd  b«en  ah 
There  were,  U>  my  own    xtual  prnonal  kiuiwledirr.  nxn 

CoBTia;  Pl<t 
irt  at  Maiv-: 

Father  Nic)i 
Abbey :  one  I 


■  *'   nf  Malme*. 

;  !i'-  •iiiM-<;-n«-s  of 
!■  ['.iM-h  |irii'i*t  i>f 
il  iti  1  h:kl,  ~<min;ir- 


Tfaicli.ii,  pa: 
BUaaac,«iu] 


.:lsj!cO.  parlail  priest  uf 
(iriest  of  Howajr;  li 
'  •-••««•  at  Boofe;  Dowi. 
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